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MINUTES 15th January, 2020 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

Meeting commenced at 7.18pm 
 
1. Attendance: Council: SC-K,  IB, JH, and SW 

Residents: No residents attended 
 
2. Apologies:   TH, NR and ST 
 
3. Declaration of Interests:  IB and JH Planning Items 6i, 6ii and 6iv  
 
 
4. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes for 10th December: Proposed by SC-K, seconded by JH, 

Approved unanimously; signed by SC-K.  (“Typo” correction made in Item 7.) 
 
5. Matters arising: Trip hazard needs to be identified; no CCs replied to query about First Response 

vehicle therefore deferred to next meeting. 
 
6. Chairman’s Items:  

i. Village Communication:  Clerk reported that 10 replies to questionnaire from Newsletter 
had been completed and returned and registered disappointment; 36 people had opened 
the Mailchimp regarding the moved meeting date for January. Council felt that this was an 
average response and were not surprised. Clerk to write to VCQ respondents asking 
permission to include them in Mailchimp subscriber list. SW proposed that the subject of 
Village Communication  be included in the Agenda for the AGM in May and that a 
Mailchimp be sent out highlighting that it would be up for discussion a week before the 
AGM. SC-K seconded; Approved unanimously. 

 
ii. National Trust:  Nothing notified, but Council noted that 6 new ponds had been excavated 

on Pitton Cross Common, and the 2 original ones cleaned out. There was no information 
about Commoners views on this. 

 
iii. Swansea Tourism Meeting: SC-K and IB had attended the meeting where approximately 20 

local business people met. Unfortunately, the original plan to have two CCS Councillors 
didn’t come to pass and the meeting was held without them. Everyone spoke of their 
concerns, mostly surrounding the apparent lack of consistency over planning decisions. 
Many people spoke about the number and cost of appeals over refusals and the cost to 
local businesses when plans for improvements and expansion were turned down in some 
cases. There was some disquiet expressed about acceptable designs, where it seemed to be 
the case that more obtrusive styles were given the go-ahead. It was also noted that people 
who had experience of developing buildings and businesses in other AONBs did not come 
across the same level of difficulty as in Swansea. A small committee is hoped to be formed 
to gather all the concerns and put them to Councillors and Officers at Swansea. 
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7. Planning: Certificated Location caravan sites, all being re-newed: 2020/0011, Mewslade View,  
2020/0013, East Moor Farm and 2019/2933 Newton Lodge.  SW proposed “No Comment.”; SC-K 
seconded. Approved unanimously. 

2019/2905, Windy Ridge. After studying the plans in some detail, the proposal was seen to be 
acceptable. SC-K proposed “No comment”; SW seconded. Approved unanimously. 
 
8. Footpaths: No information received. 
 
9. Highways:  Road surface on corner near to Ty Capel seems to be disintegrating. Several other pot-

holes were identified. Clerk to report to CCS Highways. 
 
10. Village Hall: Shut down until mid-March for repairs and restoration. 
 
 
11. Finance: SW began by indicating his intention to stand down as a Community Councillor at the end 

of April; he was joined in this intention by JH. Discussions ensued on the future of RCC as there are 
changes coming into force next year. These changes include compulsory training for all Councillors 
and random spot checks by WAG Inspectors for evidence of attendance at training sessions; all 
Clerks will have to have an accredited professional qualification for being a Clerk, and it may be 
that Clerks will serve several Councils to accommodate this requirement; there must be elections 
for all Community Councillors for the term of office, every four years. It was felt that the increased 
commitment demanded by WAG for Community Councils may put people off volunteering their 
time and energy. Then Finance Officer SW presented his report on expenditure and receipts, with 
the accounts showing a balance of £3906.87. There followed a detailed discussion on the proposed 
expenditure for the rest of the financial year. Noticeboards: SC-K proposed that two further NBs 
be purchased, a double one for the Village Hall, and a single pane one for Pitton Bottom, with a 
cost of approximately £1300. JH seconded; Approved unanimously. Laptop computer: SW 
proposed the purchase of a new Laptop for administrative work. JH seconded; Approved 
unanimously. IB to liaise with Clerk, working to a proposed budget of approximately £500. SW 
then went through items of expenditure that must be considered for 2020 -21, such as 
membership of One Voice Wales, Meeting Room costs, Elections in May next year, Clerks Salary 
and Tax, any donations that RCC choose to make and other contingencies that must be budgeted 
for. Having looked in detail at the spread-sheets prepared by SW, SC-K proposed that the Precept 
for 2020 -2021 should be kept at £3300. Clerk to inform CCS. SW seconded; Approved 
unanimously. SW reported that there had been communication administrative difficulties with 
HSBC and will report progress at the next meeting. Clerk gave SW £10 from St Mary’s Church for 
Maps. 

 
12. Correspondence:  emails distributed to appropriate Councillors.   

13. Meeting closed:  20.38 

14. Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday 11th February, 2020  at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall. 

 

 


