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MINUTES 12th, November, 2019 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 
1. Attendance: Council: SC-K,  JH and NR 

Residents: 3 Residents in attendance 
 
2. Apologies:   IB, TH, ST and SW 
 
3. Declaration of Interests:  None notified  
 
4. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes for 8th October: Proposed by SC-K, seconded by JH, approved 

unanimousl; signed by SC-K.   
 
5. Matters arising: Taken under Agenda Items 
 
6. Chairman’s Items:  

Peace Stone:  There was a discussion about the propriety of having the stone engraved, since Mr 
Methuen-Campbell had specifically responded that he would not approve of a plaque being placed on 
it. After exploring all possibilities, NR proposed that SC-K contact Mr Methuen-Campbell to inform him 
of RCC’s intention to have the words PEACE and HEDDWCH carved onto the stone, making sure that 
this proposal conforms to his wishes. Seconded by JH and Approved unanimously. 

 
Village Communication Matrix:  Clerk gave details of emails from PC Richard Jeavons, outlining plans for 
more complete coverage of communications with the Police, especially in the light of recent criminal 
activities in the region. Residents who own a mobile Smart Phone, or Tablet can download an App, 
called Viber; Viber is recommended by PC Jeavons as more secure than the more frequently used 
Whatsapp. Discussion also included present residents who informed Council that some residents were 
already connected in a group called Rhossili Chat, but it would appear that this is more of a social group 
connection, rather than a two-way information connection involving village security. Clerk to work on 
Information Collection Sheet for inclusion in the Newsletter. Clerk reported that RCC have been added 
to the Police Rural Watch email group and two suspicious vehicle reports have been received. How does 
this information get distributed to the whole community is the question that needs answering and the 
communication Matrix is the first step. 

 
Newsletter: SC-K went through submissions so far and reported that he was disappointed with the 
responses. More effort required to get people to respond to requests. 

 
National Trust: No information 

 
Knelston School Governor from CC: Clerk raised this issue as previous Minutes have only partially 
cleared the issue. Clerk to approach volunteers. 

 
Community Health Questionnaire/ First Responders: A long discussion ensued about the lack of use of 
the First Responder Vehicle and what was happening with regards to its use. There is a lack to detail and 
first-hand knowledge of the actual circumstances surrounding the use of the vehicle and the present 
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position, supported by donations of tens of thousands of pounds by the local population. Clerk and SC-K 
to make enquiries and report to December’s Meeting. 

 
Local Electricity Bill – Request for RCC support for Bill in Parliament. Legislation lost due to call for 
General election so no discussion. 

 
 
7. Planning: Kittiwakes.  2019/2424/FUL No comment, now that Planning permission has been sought. 

Ty Gwyn: 2017/1984/S73 Removal of Clause 1 of previous Planning Permission.  A discussion 
centred on previous applications to have the Clause lifted, as it refers to the building as an 
Agricultural tied building; these applications failed. Having read the owner’s written submission, 
RCC Councillors unanimously agreed that the owner was well aware of the restrictions on the 
house when he purchased it and although the arguments presented were perhaps relevant, 
they were insufficient to overcome the reasons for the clause in the first place, that it should be 
available for people who either worked in the agricultural / rural community, or had done in the 
past, or their family members, who would not normally be able to afford accommodation in the 
area where they were born; it was noted that the latest amendment, successfully argued the 
last time this application was made, demands that, failing use as outlined above, it should be 
available under the Affordable Housing Policies of CCS. Councillors discussed submission by The 
Gower Society, and decided that RCC’s objections were exactly the same, so instructed the Clerk 
to submit an objection to CCS, endorsing the GS submission. 

 
8. Footpaths: No information received. 
 
9. Highways:  Comments received that the flooding that had occurred on Margam Corner recently was solved 

by a local resident clearing the debris that had blocked the drain. Discussion centred on hedge-cutting 
debris seems to have blocked quite a few gullies and grips. JH proposed that CCS Highways be contacted 
with the suggestion that all gullies and drains should be flushed after the hedges have been cut, so that they 
are able to work properly in times of high rainfall. NR seconded and Approved unanimously. Flooding at 
Scurlage was also discussed. It affects all Rhossili residents trying to get to the Surgery, shops etc but not 
really many other local people. Clerk to write to Port Eynon Community Council, requesting their support 
for CCS to put in a solution, as this part of the Highway lies within their boundary. 

 
10. Village Hall: Nothing to report. 
 
11.   Finance: Finance Officer did not attend, so no Financial Report. SC-K proposed that Clerk’s quarterly 

payment of £300 be made. Seconded by NR and approved unanimously. 
 

 
12. Correspondence:  emails distributed to appropriate Councillors.  

 

13. Meeting closed:  21.05 (9.15pm) 

 

14.       Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 10th December, 2019 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall. 

 
 
 

 


