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MINUTES 10th September, 2019 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

Meeting commenced at 7.21pm:  Agenda and Draft Minutes on Screen 
Attendance: Council: SC-K, IB, JH, NR and ST. 
Residents: 4 Residents in attendance 

1. Apologies:   TH and SW 
2. Declaration of Interests:  None notified  
3. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes for 9th July: Proposed by JH, seconded by IB, approved unanimously;  

signed by SC-K.   
 

4. Matters arising: Clerk reported that the concerns raised by a resident at the last meeting, concerning Rhossili Activity 
Centre had been resolved, with some reservations. CCS Officer had spoken to residents to allay fears. Sc-K reported that 
RCC had done as much as it could to resolve issues surrounding Thistles and other noxious weeds on NT land. 
 

5. Chairman’s Items:  
1. Village Security and Contacts: SC-K spoke about the recent spate of thefts and vandalism within the village and 

surrounding area. He reported that PC Jeavons and colleagues had carried out some surveys and still found vehicles 
left with the keys in the ignition, much to their dismay. Clerk spoke about setting up a system of contacts so that, for 
urgent and important information, every resident would be contacted. Councillors then discussed how messages 
concerning such issues could be passed to all residents, as many are not subscribers to Mailchimp, the usual method of 
passing blanket information within the village. Councillors suggested an RCC Facebook page, as many people (although 
not all) might look at such a page. IB offered to set up the page and his offer was accepted unanimously. SC-K said he 
felt we need to have a community contact database which villagers voluntarily agree and sign up to. This would need  
to tabulate: MailChimp, Neighbour,  WhatsApp, Facebook, Instagram, email, phone number.  For example, SC-K only 
uses email and  a phone number, and does not use other social media.  If the table shows who has regular access to 
any of these, then the setting up of communication will be easy and the phone number would be for those with none. 
How to get this up and running? Keep-Fit club could be asked to carry out a leaflet drop or councillors could contact 
villagers in their Christmas Newsletter Delivery area to obtain the data; it would mean we get a signed slip of 
agreement so we can show we meet GDPR.  To be discussed further in October’s Meeting.  
 
2. Infrastructure Pressures in Tourist high season:  SC-K spoke about the effects on the village after the existence of 
the sunflower fields on the Vile had been advertised locally and nationally. He had used the information from a CCTV 
and recorded a count of some 350 to 400 cars per hour for 4 to 5 hours on each of 5 days. On one occasion it was 
reported that the queue of traffic wating to access the NT Car Park went back to Pitton Methodist Chapel. At its worst 
NT sent some personnel to help control the traffic arriving and departing. SC-K told the meeting that he had contacted 
CCS Highways and County Councillor Richard Lewis, pointing out the difficulties caused by the two main “pinch points” 
on the approaches to Rhossili, where there is only a single track road, so movement is restricted to one way. Richard 
Lewis has acknowledged his letter but there has been no response from CCS highways. The vast number of visitors also 
put pressure on other facilities, like the Public Conveniences in Rhossili and other local land users – farmers had 
extreme difficulty moving their livestock. Concern was also raised about the impossibility of members of the 
Coastguard Cliff Rescue Team being able to exit their houses in the event of a call-out, as well as responding in the 
Emergency vehicle. It was pointed out that there are serious safety issues for pedestrian walking along the road with 
no pavement on either side of the single track roadway. All RCC Councillors agreed that it is the responsibility of CCS, 
noting that the City tourist Officers are only too keen to use Rhossili in their advertising, attracting people to visit but 
taking little responsibility for their safety and well-being. SC-K will continue to contact CCS Highways and Cllr RL to 
monitor their responses and keep up the pressure for something to be done to mitigate the effects. Since a similar 
thing happened in 2018, when different NT field were planted with sunflowers, it is expected that NT will continue to 
plant some of their fields each year, so the problem will occur again. 
 
3. Clerk’s Duties for Meetings: Discussed under Agenda Item 12, Correspondence. 
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4. Church Park: SC-K informed the meeting that there had been two further incidents of painting graffiti onto the 
walls of Church Park, and a printed notice stuck onto the GGAT screening fence. The printed note incited someone 
to use ”more red paint please”. SC-K had spoken to the owner, Mr Brass. The incidents are considered by the 
Police to be a “targeted Crime” and they are now carrying out a criminal investigation. The Glamorgan 
Archaeologists have concluded their examination of the disputed wall of St Mary’s Churchyard, but it is not known 
the results. SC-K said he hoped that we would see photographs of the evidence before the Church in Wales makes 
its final decision. 

 
5. National Trust: Several RCC Councillors noted with regret the amount of Ragwort blooming in fields and 

hedgerows all around the three villagers. Clerk said that it had been raised with the NT several years ago, but the 
response from the then NT Ranger was to leave it as “it provided a habitat for the cinnabar moth”. A Resident 
pointed out that the toxins contained in the plant affect all animals, and humans, but is particularly lethal to 
horses and ponies. Anyone dealing with Ragwort should always wear gloves, and immediately wash exposed skin if 
touched. SC-K and Clerk had visited one of the residents who had complained about Spear Thistles in adjoining 
land, as NT had said that they would control the thistles in the newly rebuilt earth banks nearest to residential 
properties, but would still be leaving a couple of metres of untended ground at the edges of each filed to provide a 
corridor of natural habitat. Unfortunately, Clerk reported that the residents were not at home. 

 
6. Peace Stone: SC-K reported that he had had a great deal of difficulty finding a Stonemason to carve “PEACE” and 

“HEDDWCH” on two faces of the stone. He had been given a contact name of one who was considered to be a 
specialist, one of the best Stonemasons in Wales. He has a call out charge of £250 per half day to make an 
assessment of the carving, but he is busy for the next four months, which would miss the proposed inauguration 
date of 21st September. ST and NR asked if the mason who lived in Reynoldston had been contacted – ST to find 
out contact details and SC-K to contact him. SC-K proposed a delay of Rhossili’s Peace Day. Seconded by ST. 
Unanimously approved. 

 
7. Going Plastic Free: SC-K gave the floor to ST to speak about the local movement, centred on Knelston Primary 

School, to go “Plastic-Free”. ST is leading the project at the school, which has achieved Plastic-free status, as well 
as qualifying as an Ocean School, with pupils considered to be Ocean Guardians, teaching and sharing their 
knowledge with pupils from inland schools, with less knowledge of the marine world. ST suggested that the 
community could be doing more for re-cycling, and suggested a Plastic-Free afternoon session for pupils to meet 
residents and tell them what they are doing. Knelston can collect crisp bags and bread bags, for instance, which 
are not acceptable in CCS Recycling. ST proposed to arrange a date, confirming with SC-K. IB proposed that RCC 
ask NT to join RCC in requesting recycling bins outside the public conveniences in Rhossili. SC-K seconded. 
Unanimously approved. 

 
6. Planning: Noted that the amended proposals for Shearwater and Newton Farm had already been passed.   

Kittiwakes.  Clerk informed meeting that there had been a major alteration to the boundary wall of kittiwakes 
with the main road into Rhossili. Since it was a “alternative entrance” to the property, and large amounts of soil 
were being removed, plus no archaeological examination had taken place, it was felt that CCS Planning 
Enforcement should be informed and this has been done. CCS have acknowledged receipt of information but it is 
not known what, if any action, has been taken. It is felt that this is more destruction of an ancient boundary within 
the Rhossili Conservation Area. 

 
7. Footpaths: Gates and stiles are all reported as being in good condition. Keenmoor Lane and Bunkers Hill access to Rhossili 

Down need attention. 
 

8. Highways:  There was a long discussion about the illegal camping of motorhomes and caravans in areas of open ground, 
from Rhossili Down (behind the WW Reservoir) to Cefn Bryn. It was felt that insufficient action is being taken to remove 
them and ensure they use properly licensed premises. It was noted that owners of Certificated Locations are allowed up to 
5 units on their fields, but are liable to a stiff penalty if they accept any more, whereas the illegal campers go for free. 
Planning Department Enforcement Officers seem to be quick to react to reports of over-crowding, but don’t seem to react 
to reports of illegal camping in the same way. The Police reaction to this problem has been that it is the land-owner’s 
responsibility. IB proposed a letter be written to CCS Planning , AOB and the Gower Commoners, asking for their opinion on 
this matter and any assistance that could be given to try and stop further incidents, without damaging or preventing  access 
for legal users of the land. SC-K seconded. Approved unanimously. 
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9. Village Hall: Nothing to report. 
 
9.Finance:  

Clerk received £10.00 from St Mary’s Church for sales of maps. Clerk received a cheque for £125.00 from Pitton 
Cross Caravan Park for sales of Maps. Finance Officer did not attend. 

10.Correspondence:   

emails distributed to appropriate Councillors. Clerk gave details of some correspondence that had been received 
after the last meeting of RCC in July. There was a question within the email which demanded to know why a 
particular email had not been read out at the meeting of RCC in July. Having checked the legal position with One 
Voice Wales, Clerk gave an explanation to be in the Minutes so that all residents are aware of the Clerk’s position. 
There is no requirement for the Clerk to read out emails; emails are forwarded to Councillors individually or via 
RCC mail distribution address. Clerk said that, where emails and letters are read out at meetings they are quoted 
verbatim in the Minutes. Should such letters contain inaccuracies, or inflammatory speech, it isn’t only the writer 
of such that could be subject to court action, but the person who printed it or caused it to be seen by members of 
the public, namely, the Clerk. Clerk said she was not prepared to be placed in that position but felt that she had 
given the strength of feeling of the resident’s original complaint to the meeting of RCC in  July. RCC Councillors 
agreed. Clerk also said that it is the Clerk’s responsibility to set the Agenda, and she does so after close 
consultation with the Chair. 

 
11.  Meeting closed:  20.50 (8.50pm) 
12. Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 8th October 2019 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall. 
 

 

To all Residents 
 

 

Please send any contributions for the Newsletter by the  
4th November 

 
 
 

Deadline for Christmas Greetings 24th November 
 

both 
 
 

 via rhossilicc@gmail.com 
 


