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MINUTES 9th July, 2019 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

Meeting commenced at 7.37pm, due to technical issues with the screen and computer connection. Clerk apologised to 
all present as there were no printed copies of Agenda and draft Minutes. 
1. Attendance: Council: SC-K, IB, JH, and ST. 

Residents: 4 Residents in attendance 
2. Apologies:   NR, TH and SW 
3. Declaration of Interests:  None notified  
4. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes for 11th June: Proposed by JH, seconded by IB, approved unanimously;  

signed by SC-K.   
 
5. Matters arising: Covered in Agenda Items 
 
6. Chairman’s Items:  

(i) Memorial Stone: SC-K can not find a contact address for a stonemason to engrave “PEACE” and 
“HEDDWCH” onto two faces of the stone. Clerk to contact NR to find out. SC-K remarked that the stone 
looked well-placed and unobtrusive in its new position.  

 
(ii) National Trust:  SC-K asked Clerk to clarify reply from senior NT representative over the lack of notice and 

information regarding soil transport onto The Vile. Clerk read out reply from Paul Boland, apologising: He 
said, “ … we are very sorry that the Community Council is dismayed by the lack of consideration by us and 
the contractors. I can assure you we are endeavouring to do our best to improve the biodiversity, soil 
structure, whilst adding interest and beauty to The Vile and the surrounding landscape. I agree with you 
that sometimes we are working so hard on the job in hand that some of the other communication routes 
are not given the same scrutiny. We do expect our contractors, who are professional drivers with the 
correct compliance, to carry out their duties in a correct and proper manner. We will endeavour to let 
you know when work requires lots of movements, and you will be notified by either ourselves or our 
contractors. From my several visits to Rhossili I do recognise that there are lots of tractor movements in 
the area ….. I trust everyone is under the same scrutiny as our contractors.” The reaction of the meeting 
was that the apology was noted and everyone hoped that the Trust would abide by their own suggestion. 
However, it was felt that the Trust seems to have consistently failed to live up to promises given on 
previous occasions and the situation would be monitored. In response to the suggestion about other 
tractor movements it was noted that the village does not suffer such continuous and long-lasting 
movements over several consecutive days, as was suffered in May. 

 
SC-K informed the meeting that he was aware of some complaints about the state of a field (Stoneyland Field) in 
Rhossili village. Clerk gave a summary of two emails received from residents from properties adjoining the field. 
Clerk said that there were huge thistles growing on the newly restored field bank, and across the field, and the 
plants were beginning to seed. The view from the houses affected had deteriorated and the resident present at 
the meeting, when invited by Chair to speak, wished the field to be returned to its previous condition, worried 
that such noxious weeds would affect the value of the homes nearby and had made the village look uncared-for 
and untidy. Other Residents were invited to speak at the meeting and said that volunteers had been seen pulling 
the thistles out of the ground and throwing them onto the dividing bank. Opinions were expressed in the strongest 
terms and the Community Council was asked to support the request for restoration. Clerk informed meeting that a 
member of the NT staff had been to the field and had started to slash the thistles down and would return on 
Friday or the week-end. Clerk had made enquiries about the legal position on noxious weeds and reported that 
Natural Resources Wales holds the legal responsibility. Chair to contact them about the situation. 

 

Clerk reminded Councillors, as a result of previous complaints and ill-feeling, the Trust had withdrawn from attending RCC meetings 
and to a great extent, co-operating. After a lengthy discussion by all within the meeting RCC councillors decided they wanted to try 
to find a constructive way forward. It was felt that the Trust may not have sufficient staff and equipment to allow them to quickly 
and efficiently control the weeds; IB proposed that a letter be sent to the senior levels of the Trust, outlining the villagers’ concerns 
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and suggesting that an attachment for the NT tractors could be purchased so that the banks behind the fences could be mown, or 
failing that,  employ a contractor to do the job. This letter to be written by Clerk and Chair. 

(iii) Rhossili Activity Centre: SC-K asked a resident attending to give a summary of what had been suggested 
was going to happen to the old school buildings in the future. Residents in the upper reaches of 
Middleton / School Lane are concerned that there will no longer be supervision of people using the 
building, particularly if there are groups of young people needing support or having difficulties in their 
lives, as this was what had been understood from the casual conversations with people who worked 
there. Clerk to contact CCS and find out which Directorate would have responsibility, to report back to 
the next meeting of RCC. SC-K thanked the resident for bringing this to the attention of the Community 
Council. 

 
7. Planning: It was extremely difficult to study the plans submitted, due to the earlier technical problems. 

2019/1387/FUL – Elmsbrook.  After as  detailed a study as possible, using mobile ‘phones and a laptop, 
Council decided to make “No comment.” 
2019/1474/FUL – The Lookout. After studying the sparse plans submitted, Council decided that there 
was no comment to be made about the change of use from Class A1 Retail to Class A3 Bistro. However, 
there were some concerns about the proposed extraction system as there were no details submitted on 
the plans regarding type, size and position. Chair to make further enquiries. 

 
8. Footpaths: SC-K reported that sheep had been observed escaping through a gate from The Warren and said it looked 

as if there was a bar missing from the small kissing gate. Clerk to inform RoW Steve Parry. 
 

9. Highways:  Nothing to report. 
 
10. Village Hall: JH reported that there is slow progress being made on the plans to replace the roof. There should be a full 

up-date available at the next meeting of RCC. 
 

Finance: SW (RFO) was not in attendance but had forwarded relevant paperwork and information. However, 
downloading the information was beyond the skill of Clerk and Chair, as it was formatted on a different program. The 
July Financial position will be reported at the next meeting. Clerk noted that she had been paid for the quarter. Clerk 
gave a summary of some problems with the RCC laptop as it was sometimes very slow and she was finding it difficult to 
run programs and retrieve documents. Clerk to return laptop to SW so that he can examine the problems; however, it 
may be that the purchase of a new laptop be included in next year’s budget. 

 
 
Any other business: SC-K proposed no meeting be held in August. Seconded by IB. Approved unanimously 

 
Correspondence:  emails distributed to appropriate Councillors. 

 
Meeting closed:  21.15 (9.15pm) 

 
13. Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 10th September 2019 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall. 
 

 

 


