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MINUTES 14th May, 2019 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

Meeting commenced at 7.15pm 
1. Attendance: Council: SC-K, IB, JH, NR, ST and SW 

Residents: 2 Residents in attendance 
2. Apologies:   TH 
3. Declaration of Interests:  None notified  
4. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes for 9th April: Proposed by JH, seconded by IB, approved unanimously;  

signed by SC-K.   
 

5. Matters arising: Granary Planning Application; SC-K noted that there was no comment from RCC recorded in the details of 
the application on CCs Planning web-site. Clerk will raise issue under Planning Item. 

Item 11. Finance was discussed first as SW had to leave the meeting. 

6. Chairman’s Items:  
1. Memorial Stone: SC-K said that he had had no reply from CCS as regards any planning issues for RCC to place the stone 

on the Church Green, as agreed with Mr Methuen-Campbell. There was discussion about whether the placement of 
the stone should go ahead. IB proposed, NR seconded that the project should go ahead. Agreed unanimously. SC-K to 
write to CCS Planning Officer with oversight of the Rhossili Conservation Area and request a definitive reply by May 
21st. SC-K to contact TH and arrange the move after carrying out a Risk Assessment, all to be completed by the end of 
May, if possible.  

 
2. St Mary’s Church Wall:  The Church in Wales duly held a meeting with the appointed Chancellor who said that it would 

not be a full Consistory Court as he wanted to find out more information before he could award the Faculty or not. 
Besides the Chancellor (a High Court Judge) the Minutes were recorded by the Registrar, Tim Davenport and there 
were also representatives of local clergy and Mr Alex Glanville from Property Services of the Representative Body, the 
owners of all Church in Wales’ property. After a lively meeting, when several members of the community spoke in 
support of restoration of the line and build of the wall, the Chancellor decided that he would not grant the Faculty and 
said he was aware of further negotiations towards a compromise with the owners of Church Park, although a result 
was not known. SC-K said he felt that in all probability the decision by the Representative Body and Mr Brass will not 
be what is locally desired but was encouraged that CCS will insist that the Planning Department will need to be 
consulted about the structure of the wall and require immediate notification if any work is begun. SC-K said that it was 
his understanding that the Parochial Church Council still wish there to be a full Archaeological survey done on the site 
prior to any re-building being started, and still hope that the wall will be re-built in the original place. SC-K said that he 
had sent further pertinent information to Alex Glanville, Tim Davenport and Mr Smith (CCS Planning). RCC would get 
back involved directly if and when a planning application is lodged. Meanwhile, Clerk to write to Alex Glanville 
requesting an up-date on the position and any progress being made for restoring the wall. 
 

3. Planning and Conservation Area:  At the last meeting of RCC it was decided to invite a member of the Planning 
Department to a future meeting. According to the newly adopted Charter, Community Councils can ask Officers to 
attend meetings to “discuss matters of common interest” and it was felt that a more detailed explanation of Rhossili’s 
Conservation Area was just such an item. Clerk then asked RCC Councillors to frame some questions for the relevant 
Officer to consider prior to the meeting. SC-K proposed meeting of Tuesday, 9th July. Questions were suggested and 
Clerk asked to formulate them and agree them with RCC Councillors at the AGM before including them in the invitation 
to attend July’s meeting. 

 
4. Grass Cutting: Following the last meeting SC-K was directed by a member of the community, who had read the draft 

Minutes, to speak to the owner of Fall Bay Landscape and Gardening, a local company. Mr Blewett said that he is keen 
to put back something into a community that has supported his work and is prepared to cut the grass on The Green 
without charge. SC-K proposed accepting his offer. IB seconded; Agreed unanimously. Clerk to contact CCS – Parks 
Section – to inform department that, for the time being, and in the spirit of helping with budget difficulties in CCS, the 
previous routine cutting of the grass on the village Green by CCS can be discontinued. 
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5. National Trust: SC-K expressed extreme disappointment in the lack of notification (and the manner of the 

transportation) from NT at the recommencement of soil movement to and from The Vile. There had been several 
complaints from residents on Friday and the Clerk immediately wrote an email to Alan Kearsley-Evans (Rhossili 
Conservation Manager) and Paul Boland (Area NT Manager) to apprise them of the situation. Clerk had witnessed 
excessive speed and loaded soil falling off the back of two of the trailers outside her house and has collected the 
stones from the road as they presented a hazard to cyclists and motor-cyclists. All present expressed surprise that the 
well-publicised efforts by the NT in the field of conservation could be off-set by the use of heavy plant moving soil 
miles along the local roads, only to be brought back again a year later. It was noted that there was an improvement in 
the speed and manner of the transporting of the soil on Saturday and Sunday by two of the three drivers used by the 
contractors, but the third driver, unidentified, did not appear to show the same consideration to residents or other 
road users. Clerk said that the email had not been acknowledged. Clerk asked to write to a more senior officer of NT to 
express dismay and regret. 
 

7. Planning: 2019/0747/PRE – change of use of field 4464 . This pre-planning application was not supported by CCS Planning 
Officers and there was a four-page report giving the reasons. Clerk asked to be given more clarity when making comments 
on the CCS Planning web-site from the views expressed by Councillors when discussing Planning Applications in meetings. 
No proposal was put forward to object to 2019/0747/PRE although the Minutes show that the application would not be 
supported by RCC, which was why there was no comment on the official site. 
 

8. Footpaths: Nothing to report. 
 

9. Highways: Comment was made at the apparent destruction of road reflectors after they had been replaced. It was also 
noted that the new 40mph zones have yet to be painted with reminders. Clerk to write to CCS about pot-holes and the 
raised inspection cover in the road between Margam Corner and Newton Corner; also the gullies at the sides of the same 
piece of road have now reached over the edge white line, making use by any vehicle extremely hazardous. Clerk to inform 
CCS Highways. 
 

10. Village Hall: Nothing of note to report. 
 

11. Finance: SW presented his Draft End of Year Report, ready for the AGM on the 15th May. Page 1 showed this year’s 
transactions; SW pointed out that there was an un-minuted payment of £10.00, from St. Mary’s Church in July, 2018 – 
there was no meeting in August, 2018 and the sum of £10.00 was paid into the bank account after July’s Meeting. 
Permission to accept the payment was agreed unanimously. Page 2 gave details of all payments, including the Welsh 
Audit payment. In the last meeting SW explained that the invoice had gone straight to him at home, rather than to the 
Clerk and he had paid it, as the Minutes from January, February and March all record that he was awaiting the invoice. 
Permission to pay the Invoice was agreed unanimously. Page 3 showed the variances, of where there had been 
unexpected increases/ decreases and comparisons with previous years; Page 4 gave an explanation of any variations of 
more than 10%. SC-K commended SW for his due diligence. SW said the Clerk is due a payment of £300.00. SC-K proposed 
that the Clerk be paid, seconded by IB – Unanimously agreed. Received from St Mary’s Rhossili - £10.00 from sales of 
maps. 
 

12. Correspondence:  Letter from Bobarth Children’s Therapy Centre requesting financial support – no action. 
 

13. Meeting close 20.27 
 

14. Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 11th June, 2019 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall. 
 

 
 
 
 


