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MINUTES 12th March, 2019 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

Meeting commenced at 7.24pm 
1. Attendance: Council: SC-K, IB, JH, NR and SW 

Residents: 3 Residents in attendance 
2. Apologies: TH and ST 
3. Declaration of Interests: None notified 
4. Minutes of last Meeting: Minutes for 12th February, (Draft amended in Finance – Income from Maps should be £35.00 

from St. Mary’s Church) Proposed by SW, seconded by IB, approved unanimously; signed by SC-K.   
 

5. Matters arising: Taken during Agenda Items 
 

6. Chairman’s Items:  
a. Memorial Stone: TH not in attendance at meeting so resolved to wait for his help in moving the stone when he has 

time and machinery available.  
b. St Mary’s Church Wall:  SC-K reported that CCS had sent a Conservation Officer from the Planning Department to visit 

the site. Because of the Faculty, CCS decided that there would be no action until the replacement wall was to be built. 
SC-K has written to the senior Conservation Officer asking for clarification on matters concerning the Churchyard Wall 
and the Rhossili Conservation Area, but has not had any contact or reply to date. RCC has had no information from the 
Church in Wales Registrar, Tim Davenport about any progress that has been made over the past month. The 
Commissioner has not received all the relevant information it appears, and when he has done so he will make a 
decision as to if a Faculty Court is necessary. 

c. Village Defibrillators:  Clerk referred to previous Minutes when a decision was made to apply for grants to purchase 
several defibrillators to be placed at strategic points across the three villages, with the assistance of the local medical 
charity, Cariad. It is over two years and we have not made any progress in this decision. SC-K to contact Anthony 
Hamilton-Shaw of Cariad. 

d. Pitton noticeboard: Clerk brought a special offer by a manufacturer to the notice of Councillors for a replacement 
noticeboard in Pitton Bottom. However, despite being the right size and possible construction material it was only 
available in one colour, a colour which was inappropriate in a rural setting. It was unanimously decided not to take 
enquiries any further. 

e. Nuclear Waste storage: Areas in Wales are being asked to consider whether the communities would support the 
dumping and storage of nuclear waste in their area. SW proposed a motion to say, “The Community Council of Rhossili 
is totally opposed to the siting of a storage facility for Nuclear Waste anywhere in the Rhossili Community Area”. 
Motion seconded by SC-K: Unanimously approved. 

f. National Trust: Clerk read out a forwarded email from a local resident that had been sent to the National Trust, 
concerning some inconsiderate parking of cars in Rhossili. After discussion and consideration, no further action to be 
taken at this time. A question was raised as to why the occurrence had not been raised directly with the owners of the 
vehicles, or if they were blocking the use of the road by emergency service vehicles, the Police. Clerk also reported that 
she had spoken to NT about the possibility of putting up temporary notices along Rhossili cliffs, reminding people to 
have their dogs under close control during the lambing season. They were due to discuss this at their weekly staff 
meeting on Monday 18th February. Clerk will in future write such requests in a letter or email so that there is a 
discernible path when clearing up problems. However, the behaviour of people with their dogs is not within the remit 
of a Community Council.  

7. Planning: 2018/2440/FUL Ash Tree Cottage:  Despite the objections RCC commented to CCS, planning permission was   
granted to this. There followed a discussion on the merit of having a Conservation Area in Rhossili if such applications were 
going to be permitted. 

2019/0025/NMA Worms Head Hotel: This application has also been passed. 
 

2019/0294 2 Coastguard cottages: Replacement windows and a door; No comment 
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2019/0155 Oriel Gwyr: Installation of 6 solar panels - No Comment   

8. Footpaths: Nothing to report.  

9. Highways: There have been some complaints as to the efficient emptying of Garden Refuse bags on a Friday as the 
contents don’t always make it into the collection vehicle, resulting in detritus on the road. Residents have been seen 
frequently clearing it up with pans, brushes and shovels. Clerk to write to Environment Dept, requesting that the collectors 
of the waste be asked to be more careful when emptying the bags into the moving vehicle. 

Flooding at Newton Corner appears to be finally under control as the new drains work during the very inclement weather 
over the last couple of weeks. 
SC-K spoke about the 20mph proposal that he had written to CCS and the proposal put forward by RCC at the last meeting 
in February. He reported that there was no budget to implement any new proposals, but they would look into including 
something similar in the future. After discussions surrounding the new speed limit orders members suggested that RCC 
would like the 30mph limit expanded to include the top of Pitton Hill, and a 20mph limit through the village centres as a 
minimum.  

 
10. Village Hall: IB said that our local Police Officers would like to use Village Halls to carry out “Drop in” sessions, expanding 

their “More Police in the Community” project. This was very positively received and IB has put PC Jeavons in touch with Jo 
Higgins, manager of the Village Hall. The Village Hall Committee are busy getting costings for various small jobs but also for 
the main roof. Income for the last Financial Year was down on previous years, but this year seems more positive at the 
moment. All the events that have been put on at the Village Hall have been well-supported, and the variety of activities 
came in for praise from residents present, and councillors, due in no small part to the hard work that the VH Social 
Committee continue to carry out.  

 
11. Finance: SW gave the report on the latest financial situation – the Balance is £3453.80 He went through expenditure on the 

agreed Budget and reported that he now had invoices from Rhossili Bunkhouse and One Voice Wales. However, there still 
has been no invoice from Auditors so SW is to try and contact them again. In giving his report SW highlighted the proposed 
donation to the Fire Service for the maintenance of the Co-responders emergency vehicle. He proposed suspending the 
donation. After discussion, IB seconded the proposal and it was agreed unanimously.  

 
12. Correspondence: email complaining about RCC website. It is not up to date. Clerk to send copies of Minutes for the gaps 

and also Newsletters to SW as administrator. SW proposed that Planning Applications be replaced by a link to CCS Planning 
Search to save doing something that is available to all members of the public anyway. IB seconded – Approved 
unanimously. 
 
Meeting closed 20.56 
 
Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 9th April, 2019 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall. 

 
  


