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MINUTES 12th February, 2019 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

Meeting commenced at 7.19pm 
1. Attendance: Council: SC-K, IB, JH, NR, ST and SW 

Residents: 4 Residents in attendance 
2. Apologies: TH 
3. Declaration of Interests: None notified 
4. Minutes of last Meeting: Minutes for 8th January Proposed by SW, seconded by IB, approved unanimously; signed by SC-K.   

 
5. Matters arising: Taken during Agenda Items 

 
6. Chairman’s Items:  
a) Memorial Stone: SC-K reported that he had received further correspondence from Mr Methuen-Campbell. In it Mr 

Methuen-Campbell iterated his desire that there should be no commemorative plaque, and if there was an intention to 
place one on the stone he would rescind his permission. There was considerable discussion over this objection. SC-K 
reported that the stone would not be moved into place until he had had an answer from the relevant body regarding 
placing such a stone in a Conservation Area. He also said that it would be better to move the stone later in the Spring, as 
the area chosen for its placement was quite water-logged. The Clerk suggested that a Stonemason might be asked if it was 
possible to carve the word “PEACE” onto one face of the stone and this was positively received. Several names were 
mentioned of potential stonemasons in the locality who might be approached. The logistics of moving the stone to its new 
position will depend on the availability of suitable machinery and people with the time to help. 

b) St Mary’s Church Wall: SC-K gave an up-date on what has happened since the last RCC meeting. The Rhossili Working 
Group met and pulled together all the relevant information. Very many residents had written to Church in Wales officers 
explaining their disquiet and disgust at what had been allowed to happen. The dead-line of 16th January was met as a 
postponement was not allowed. On February 1st Father Justin was informed that the owner of Church Park had contacted 
church Property Services in Cardiff with a request to empty the skip outside Church Park. It is understood that the owner 
said that the soil and material from the wall had been removed from the skip and placed in bags. Father Justin and several 
Rhossili residents immediately went to look at the contents of the skip and compared photographs taken on the day of the 
visit with those taken when the skip had been originally filled up. SC-K reported that, allowing for settlement after being 
moved and the heavy rain, the positions of items of rubbish within the skip were identical leading to the possible 
conclusion that the contents had not been disturbed. Cardiff Property Services were immediately informed, but up until 
Tuesday, there had been no contact to local people or Father Justin. Sometime between Monday and Tuesday the skip was 
removed. There has been no further communication from Mr Tim Davenport, Diocesan Registrar in Brecon, and a decision 
as to whether the matter will be referred to a Faculty Court is awaited. A resident gave details of letters and replies he had 
received from Tonia Antoniazzi (MP) and Rebecca Evans (AM). SC=K concluded by saying, “Watch this space ….”. 

c) Refuse Collection Changes:  Clerk referred to a presentation that had been given at the Swansea Community Town Council 
Forum by head department in CCS, in charge of refuse collections. The presentation said that CCS would be reducing the 
number of black bags removed from households from 3 per fortnight to 2 bags. There would also be random kerb-side 
checks on the contents of black bags. CCS has a target of increasing re-cycling by 2%, and the programme was hoping to 
target people who make little or no attempt to re-cycle. The new regime starts at the end of February. A lively discussion 
followed. Pitton Cross Camp Site is working closely with MP Tonia Antoniazzi on the whole subject of re-cycling and holiday 
businesses with tourism. 

d) Swansea Community Town Council Forum: SC-K proposed adoption of Charter. IB seconded the proposal. Agreed 
unanimously. 

 
7. Planning: 2018/2440/FUL Ash Tree Cottage:  The plans and elevations that had been re-submitted to Planning were 

carefully studied. While it could be seen that a small effort had gone into changing the proposal, the new plans do not 
address RCC’s concerns and objections. The increased height of the apex to the newly-designed roof of the two-storey 
annex does not preserve the open nature of the other buildings in this part of the village and the size, nature and material 
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proposed to be used in construction are totally at variance with the intention of creating a Conservation Area. Clerk and 
Chair to forward total objection to this proposal. Proposed by IB, seconded by NR: agreed unanimously. 
2019/0025/NMA Worms Head Hotel: All Councillors studied plans, elevations and perspectives of proposal. All agreed 
design made an improvement on present position. After discussion and study, SC-K proposed that RCC make no comment 
on plans submitted; seconded by IB. Agreed unanimously. 
 
Corner House: Clerk reported that contact had been made by CCS Conservation Office and they are happy with work being 
carried out. 
Pitton Moor Farm: No Comment 
 
 

8. Footpaths: Clerk reported that the National Trust had made three more permissive paths across their fields in The Vile. 
They have also placed four rustic, locally made benches inside the fields to be used as an orchard, with views looking out 
over the cliffs and Fall Bay. NR reported that a dog had chased an in-lamb ewe yesterday, resulting in both dog and ewe 
going over the cliff. The Cliff Rescue Team were tasked to retrieve the dog, which involved lowering it in a bag to the 
waiting Horton ILB, but they are not allowed to rescue sheep, so the owner had to do that on his own today. NR said that 
the issue with loose dogs on the cliffs could result in very unpleasant scenes as farmers are entitled to take action. NR 
proposed that NT be asked to display warning signs on their land with rights of way through, telling people with dogs to 
keep them under very close control, especially at this time of year as the ewes are heavily pregnant. ST proposed that the 
signs are displayed as soon as possible now until at least Whitsun-tide. Both seconded by IB and both proposals agreed 
unanimously. Clerk to contact local NT. 
 

9. Highways: The Gower Speed Limit proposals from CCS lead to much discussion. The maps and proposals were studied and 
it was noted that Rhossili is the only village not to have a 20mph speed limit proposed. JH proposed that CCS be asked to 
submit Pitton, Middleton and Rhossili village to have a 20mph limit. SC-K seconded. Agreed unanimously. Clerk to contact 
CCS highways or Road Safety. 
 

10. Village Hall: Shutdown complete and bookings have commenced. 
 

11. Finance: SW gave the report on the latest financial situation – the Balance is £4,131.78 He went through expenditure on 
the agreed Budget and reported that there still had not been the expected expenditure so he would again chase up 
invoices from Rhossili Bunkhouse and One Voice Wales. Also, there still has been no invoice from Auditors. Councillors also 
studied the revised Budget as outlined by SW in January’s meeting. SW to make enquiries about paying agreed sum for 
maintenance of First Responder vehicle as the fully equipped transport has been obtained but has not yet been in use. JH 
pointed out that the noticeboard on the Village Hall is deteriorating rapidly and proposed that a replacement be added to 
the Budget. After discussion, ST seconded the proposal and it was agreed unanimously. 
SW said he had received a letter from Pitton Methodist Chapel, requesting some financial support for the Chapel to 
maintain a floral presence on the approaches to Rhossili. He reminded Council that a donation of £300 had been agreed for 
the 2019-20 financial year at January 2019’s Meeting of RCC. Clerk presented a request and receipt for reimbursement for 
Office supplies – Printer Ink cartridges - £107.98. SW proposed payment, seconded by ST and Agreed unanimously. SW to 
look at Welsh Audit Office new fees structure. SW noted receipt of £35.00 from sales of maps at St Mary’s Church. 
 

12. Correspondence: Letter from Wales Air Ambulance, requesting donation. No action to be taken. 
 

13. Meeting close 20.56 
 

14. Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 12th March, 2019 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall. 
 

 
  


