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MINUTES 8th January, 2019 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

Meeting commenced at 7.21pm 
1. Attendance: Council: SC-K, IB, JH, TH, NR, ST and SW 

Residents: 3 Residents in attendance 
2. Apologies:  
3. Declaration of Interests: None notified 
4. Minutes of last Meeting: Minutes  December- Proposed by SW, seconded by TH, approved unanimously; signed by SC-K.   

 
5. Matters arising: Taken during Agenda Items 

 
6. Chairman’s Items: SC-K said he would take Agenda Item 6.2 later in the meeting as 2 further residents wanted to attend. 

 
a. Memorial Stone: The potential stone to be used has been raised by TH and has been left in a position ready for 

removal. Mr Methuen-Campbell has been in contact with SC-K and has agreed to allow the stone to be let into the 
ground, as on first appearances it was bigger than anticipated. Mr M-C said that he would prefer there not to be a 
plaque, as on other stones across Gower they “look a little twee.” SC-K proposed that the stone be placed in position, 
subject to Conservation Area permission being granted. Proposal seconded by NR. Unanimously approved. SC-K asked 
for the Minutes to record the thanks of RCC to Tom Higgs for his time and use of machinery in getting the stone out, 
and to Peter and Jo Scott, for donating the stone. 

b. National Trust + The Vile fields: Clerk reported receipt of a copied email from a resident, complaining about the use of 
barbed wire along all the replaced field boundary banks in field near their home. A short discussion ensued, after 
which NR proposed a reply be sent to the resident giving RCC’s position that this lies outside the remit of the 
Community Council; Seconded by SC-K. Clerk to write email. Nothing further to report from NT. 

c. Swansea Area Committee: Clerk said that she would email copies of notes, in view of the amount of time that should 
be given to Item 2 on the Agenda. She asked that everyone should be aware of the Consultation being carried out by 
CCS on the Budget proposals for 2019, as one of the cuts that is proposed is the cessation of the delivery of library 
books to residents who used to be clients of CCS Mobile Library, cut in 2017. She said the consultation was available 
on-line, and everyone should look at it to make their comments known. SW proposed a Mailchimp, giving people 
details of the website link – www.swansea.gov.uk/budgetconsultation 

 
7. Planning: 2018/2440/FUL Ash Tree Cottage:  SC-K gave out copies of letter sent to CCS Planning, outlining RCC’s objections 

to application. SW reported that he had had a conversation with the owner of the manège, and would need to have a 
further talk regarding planning permission. 
 
Corner House: It was reported to the Clerk that work was being carried out on this Grade 2 listed building. On making 
enquiries to CCS, no planning permission had been sought and she had been asked to make a formal Enforcement 
Complaint to action a visit from a Planning Officer. 
 

8. Footpaths: IB reported Keenmoor Lane has been cleared and is now accessible. SW reported a wooden footbridge on path 
RH43, Pilton Green to Paviland Cove, to be in a poor state. Clerk to inform RoW Officers. 
 

9. Highways: Newton Corner works appear to be coping with water run-off better than before works carried out. 
 

10. Village Hall: JH and SW reported that the Village Hall is now shut for its annual repair and maintenance cycle. Toilets and 
showers are being painted and a new carpet will be fitted in the dining room. The condition of the roof has been surveyed 
and the decision taken to replace it. 
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6. Chairman’s Items Continued 
Another 2 residents attended  
a) Church Park: SC-K gave a detailed report of the situation at present. Despite the Community Council’s position as 

stated in December’s Minutes, SC-K felt that the strength of feeling in the village and visitors now warranted further 
investigation. He explained that The Church in Wales, as the de facto owner of St Mary’s Church and the churchyard, 
had raised a Faculty application, similar to a civilian Planning Application. SC-K said he had attended a meeting with a 
small number of village members, representing St Mary’s and the village, together with a member of The Gower 
Society and went on to explain how the boundary dispute had arisen. He explained that the Faculty was based on the 
lines as drawn on both owners’ Title Plans but went on to explain that the Land Registry uses Ordnance Survey 
mapping to provide a representation of where a property’s boundaries are located. Land Registry does not define 
boundaries but is required by law to show a general line of the boundary and is required by Regulations to use an 
Ordnance Survey map on which to do so. That Ordnance Survey map is prevented by law from ascertaining, altering or 
affecting property boundaries. SC-K then drew attention to the Ordnance Survey map of 1879, which clearly shows St 
Mary’s churchyard boundary as complete but that the house called Church Park had not yet been built. SC-K concluded 
that the only way to show the wall’s original position would be by archaeological investigation. At a meeting of the 
United Parish of SW Gower, a proposal was adopted to say, and wholly supported by the members and congregation 
of St. Mary’s, “The PCC of SW Gower has no objection to the proposed rebuilding of the boundary wall at Sailors’ 
Corner provided that the rebuilding is to the line as revealed by proper archaeology investigation, …” There was much 
discussion on all the points raised and what exactly RCC could or should do to assist in gaining a satisfactory 
conclusion. The strength of anger and distress across the village was reported to be almost unprecedented. SC-K 
proposed that RCC would support a challenge to the Faculty; seconded by SW and unanimously approved. 
SC-K then proposed the formation of a group from within the community but including RCC, to report back to RCC 
via email because of the short time to make representation; seconded by IB and unanimously approved. Clerk 
offered to attend meeting to record Minutes. SW proposed that Clerk contact CCS Planning, with a copy to Church in 
Wales (Brecon), expressing RCC’s concerns that the proposal breaches the Regulations of AONBs and the Rhossili 
Conservation Area. There are also concerns that the Faculty as raised has possible serious flaws and irregularities, 
giving poor information on which to base a decision and a request will be made to extend the deadline of 16th January 
for comments. Copies to be sent to MP Tonia Antoniazzi, AM Rebecca Evans and CCS Councillor Richard Lewis. Clerk 
reported that a Mailchimp to all residents had alerted them to the problem and invited anyone to make comments to 
members of the Community Council or Church. 

 
11. Finance: SW gave the report on the latest financial situation – the Balance is £4,506.78 He went through expenditure on 

the agreed Budget and reported that there still had not been the expected expenditure so he would chase up invoices from 
Rhossili Bunkhouse and One Voice Wales. There has been no invoice from Auditors to date. SW stated that during the last 
month he had paid Print Partnership for Newsletter printing  of £262.00 and S Taylor for the web-site hosting, £112.00. SW 
proposed paying the Clerk’s Salary of £300.00 for the final quarter of the 2018/19 Financial Year. SC-K seconded; 
approved unanimously. Then he went on to explain his recommendations for the 2019 Precept and Budget and presented 
an outline forecast; SC-K proposed purchase of a new Noticeboard for Pitton, similar materials, but smaller than the new 
one in Rhossili Central. SW said his estimated cost would be £400 and seconded the proposal; approved unanimously. He 
gave estimates on repeat expenditure, such as Insurance, membership of One Voice Wales, hiring the Meeting Room, 
which would stay about the same. IB proposed an increase to £300 for each of Co-Responder Vehicle Maintenance, St 
Mary’s Church and Pitton Chapel. SW seconded; Approved unanimously.  
SC-K proposed acceptance of Draft Budget proposals and Precept set at £3300; IB seconded; Approved unanimously 
 

12. Correspondence: Letter from Marie Curie charity, requesting donation. No action to be taken. 
 

13. Meeting close 20.56 
 

14. Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 12th February, 2019 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall. 
 

  


