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MINUTES 4th December, 2018 

RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

Meeting commenced at 7.18pm 

1. Attendance: Council: SC-K, TH, NR and SW 

Residents: 3 Residents in attendance 

2. Apologies: IB, ST and JH 

3. Declaration of Interests: None notified 

4. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes for November. Proposed by NR, seconded by SW  and signed by SW as a true record. 

5. Matters arising: Taken during Agenda Items 

 

6. Chairman’s Items:  

a) Memorial Stone: There is little further information to report as a suitable stone has not yet been confirmed. TH has 

volunteered to provide a “digger” and operator to expose the suggested stone from Croft Field, Ivydene. SC-K asked 

that photographs be taken when it is exposed and sent to him so that accurate information can be passed to Penrice 

Estate. Clerk to carry this out. 

 

b) National Trust: Nothing reported. 

 

c) Church Park: Clerk gave a brief up-date on what had happened since November’s meeting. She had contacted Church 

of Wales officials, and informed them of the continuing work at the site. There was information that the owner of the 

property had been requested three times to stop, but work still carried on. The Skip had been filled up, rather than left 

for a Church of Wales-appointed archaeologist to examine the detritus taken out. Clerk told CoW official that SW 

Police was interested in events taking place, (see November’s Minutes) and she gave details of contact telephone 

numbers of the local Police Officer. Within the hour the Police Officer arrived at the site and informed the builders to 

stop putting anything else in the skip and to make sure the skip stayed in its present position until given the all-clear. 

Sometime later, the skip was removed to a place of safety by the Police. Information from later in the month revealed 

that, although one human bone had been found, it wasn’t sufficient evidence for any further direct action, and the skip 

was returned. Members of St Mary’s Church have put together the evidence available from the local community about 

the history of that part of the churchyard and now await the decision from the Church of Wales Faculty, the 

organisation within the Church that deals with planning issues. RCC decided that Council had done as much as it could 

to support the community, as it is a dispute between two land-owners about boundaries. 

 

d) Dark Sky Wales: SC-K and Clerk attended a presentation by Dark Sky Wales in Reynoldston. DSW is an organisation that 

works throughout Wales, testing the darkness of various areas at night, and whose representatives were agreeably 

surprised at how dark parts of Gower actually are – some darker that The Brecon Beacon Dark Sky. The AONB and 

Gower Society are supporting a bid for Gower to join the International Dark Sky Areas, and this presentation was 

intended for businesses and Community Councils to appreciate the possible benefits of such a designation, especially 

for tourism in the darker months of Winter. It is also understood that there may be a possibility of an Observatory to 

be sited in the Rhossili Area, possibly near to Rhossili Down but RCC has no confirmed information as yet. 

 

e) Newsletter: SC-K informed meeting that the annual Christmas Newsletter had been finished and was due to be 

emailed to the printers on Wednesday. He was hoping they’d be back at The Gallery by Friday and sorted into delivery 

piles for Councillors to distribute across the community. SC-K will allocate Councillors to particular areas. 

 

7. Planning: A Manège (equine training and exercise arena) is reported to have been built in Pilton. SW to ask owner about 

Planning Permission. 

2018/2440/FUL Ash Tree Cottage: Two storey side extension, installation of roof lights, further fenestration and up-grade 

of existing facades. There was a lot of discussion about this application. A long list of objections was formulated and there 

were no voices in favour of any aspect of the proposed development. SC-K and Clerk will write a formal letter of Objection 

as soon as possible. 
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8. Footpaths: Nothing reported. 

 

9. Highways: Nothing to report. 

 

10. Village Hall: SW reported that things were “ticking along” but there had been a slight fall in bookings at this time of year, 

compared with other years, so investigations were being undertaken to see if other bunkhouses had similar findings. 

However, the building was still making enough money to support itself. There have been two new members appointed to 

the VH Building Committee and this will lead to possibly new ideas being undertaken. 

 

11. Finance: SW gave the report on the latest financial situation – the Balance is £3,781.76. He went through expenditure on 

the agreed Budget and had noticed that there had not been the expected expenditure so he would chase up invoices from 

Rhossili Bunkhouse and One Voice Wales. The new Noticeboard has been installed in Rhossili Central and SW was 

commended for the installation. Council then discussed the possibility and feasibility of installing another two-door 

noticeboard on the Village Hall wall, and a possible re-siting of one for Pitton. SW reported receipt of an Invoice for the 

hosting of the RCC Website for £112.00. SC-K proposed payment, NR seconded and the expenditure was unanimously 

approved. 

 

 

12. Correspondence: Letter from ABMU inviting SC-K and Clerk to a meeting about the community’s concerns over provision of 

ambulance cover, especially the Wales Air Ambulance. 

 

13. Meeting close 20.30 

 

14. Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 8th January, 2019 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall. 

 

 

 

  


