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MINUTES 13th November, 2018 

RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

Meeting commenced at 7.16pm 

1. Attendance: Council: IB, JH, NR, ST and SW 

Residents: 5 Residents in attendance 

2. Apologies: SC-K and TH 

3. Declaration of Interests: None notified 

4. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes for October approved. Proposed by NR, seconded by ST  and signed by Chair.  

5. Matters arising: Taken during Agenda Items 

 

6. Chairman’s Items: IB in Chair. 

IB opened meeting by expressing sadness and condolences to the Campbell-Kelly family over their recent unexpected loss. 

This was echoed by all people present. 

Community Police: PC Richard Jeavons introduced himself and his two colleagues. IB said he was very grateful for their 

attendance at the meeting as all three had come in their off-duty time. PC Jeavons has taken over the role from PC Phil 

Davies and gave a brief outline of his role in Gower and said he was keen to help in whatever way he could. He reported 

that thefts in our area during the summer were lower than expected, which was very encouraging. However, he reported 

that there had been an increasing number of burglaries recently in western Swansea, particularly in caravan parks and 

bungalows, and he asked that we all be particularly vigilant in our observations, especially looking out for people possibly 

investigating possibilities, like calling at empty properties and knocking on doors. He also suggested that we should be 

aware of other tactics used by organised criminals, such as following people from car parks down to the beaches or hanging 

round farm yards. If we see anything like this we should use the 101 number, or 999 if we are sure a crime is being 

committed. He then invited questions from those present. A resident spoke about parked cars in Middleton / School Lane 

and showed several photographs of offending vehicles, taken during the summer, and then summarised his complaints. PC 

J suggested that 101 be used in those circumstances and if the local Officers were on duty, then they would attend. An 

offence is only recorded if it happens in front of them, such as a situation where a farm vehicle or Fire Appliance could not 

pass down the road. He repeated that it was a judgement call of the Officer at the time. As it was more than likely that the 

parked cars belonged to people using the Village Hall, SW and JH said that advice to hirers would be reiterated, to use the 

Rhossili Car Parks and transport people back to The Village Hall. The Clerk asked PC Jeavons if he could shed any light on 

the recent Road Traffic Accident at Margam Corner, especially regarding the rumour that the Air Ambulance had been 

requested. PC Jeavons said that he had requested the Air Ambulance, and a land-based ambulance but neither was sent. 

The casualty lay on the highway for some 4.5 hours, confirming what residents had reported. A resident informed the 

Police that he was very concerned about a boundary wall surrounding St Mary’s Church had been breached and removed, 

with the possibility of uncovering human remains from the Churchyard, as the wall in question was immediately behind 

Sailor’s Corner. PC Jeavons said that Police action would be taken if they were notified by Church in Wales personnel, as the 

owners of the Church and Churchyard. IB expressed his thanks to the Police Officers for their attendance and information, 

and the three Officers then left the meeting. 

 

National Trust: Nothing reported. 

 

Memorial Stone: Clerk read out letter from SC-K to Penrice Estate, asking permission to site a possible stone. We have 

been asked to provide details of the type and size of the proposed stone, with drawings. Clerk said that a local farmer had 

offered to use a mechanical digger to expose the full extent of the large stone in her Croft Field, but it was of “Rhossili 

Stone”. SC-K had said that he had received messages of concern about the reason for the memorial and a resident gave his 

opinion to the meeting. SW suggested that the resident might wish to join the working group so that his opinions were 

noted, but repeated that it was not intended to glorify War in any way, and that there had been a great deal of support 

throughout the village for such a memorial. 

 

Recycling: IB reported that the City of Swansea’s Environment Department had relented over recycling provision. They 

were now in a position to continue to provide Green Bags, Food Waste Bags and boxes for the benefit of the local 
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community. IB acknowledged the support given to their request by our MP, Tonia Antoniazzi and RCC, as well as others, 

and said they were very grateful. IB said he was very pleased with the results of the campaign.  

 

Dark Sky Wales: This was deferred to a later Meeting. SC-K and the Clerk will attend a meeting at Reynoldston Village Hall 

about proposals for Gower in the future. 

 

Church Park and Churchyard Wall: Clerk briefed the meeting on what she knew about the circumstances surrounding the 

removal of the wall. A resident read a copy of a letter that had been written to RCC earlier in the day, from the Finance 

Officer of St Mary’s Church who is also a very concerned resident of Rhossili. Clerk said SC-K had received several 

representations from other residents, all concerned and upset at the situation. After the information had been shared, the 

Clerk said she would contact local Church of Wales representatives to inform them of the recent developments, where, 

contrary to the agreement between the owner of the house (Church Park) and the Church in Wales authorities, the skip for 

rubbish had now been filled with soil, stones and other building rubbish, making it very difficult for any archaeological 

examination. Clerk to ask Father Justin to make a complaint to SW Police. 

Complaint to Wales Ambulance Service: Clerk read out reply from WAS, received via email. Will wait to see results of 

meeting between Chair and Clerk later in the year. 

 

7. Planning: Council has been informed about a Barn extension that appeared to be being built without Planning permission 

behind the house The Poplars, at the top of Pitton Hill. Most Councillors already aware of this. The situation was discussed 

and it was decided that RCC could not support this building. It was reported that CCS had been made aware and 

Enforcement Action had been started and it was reported that one resident had complained to CCS Planning. Clerk to find 

out what is happening on the site and then RCC will respond accordingly. Clerk informed meeting that 2018/2195/DOC 

application at Harepitts has been referred for an archaeological investigation because of the proximity of the site to various 

sites and remains. Council were also made aware of a Pre-application for a wooden cabin to be built in the grounds of 

Riverside Cottage, Middleton and members agreed to be vigilant if attempts were made to seek full planning permission. 

 

8. Footpaths: IB reported that a stile of the Coast Path had been replaced with a gate and commented that access was being 

improved across our area of Gower. ST reported that “The Barrel Path” (RH27) needed attention after the recent heavy 

rain, as the gullies had got very deep, and were dangerously covered by long grass. Clerk to contact Steve Parry at RoW 

team in CCS. 

9. Highways: Nothing to report. 

 

10. Village Hall: SW and JH reported that the Village Hall would be shutting throughout January 2019 for the annual 

maintenance, redecoration and essential repairs. There will be extensive work carried out during January and it is hoped 

the roof over the Ante-room will be replaced. They reported some very successful activities, with the Nina Simone item 

being sold out - they expressed gratitude for the support from The Arts Council of Wales, which contributed half of the cost 

of the production. The Murder Mystery Evening was well supported, too. 

Carols around the Christmas Tree will take place on 15th December 

They are hoping for success in a new venture, planning to  hold a community New Year’s Eve Party on December 31st. 

11. Finance: SW gave the report on the latest financial situation – the Balance is £3,751.76. He went through expenditure on 

the agreed Budget and JH will make enquiries to get the bank details for the agreed support for the 1st Responders’ 

Vehicle. Clerk had received payment, but the nature of the Account means that a SO cannot be set up at this time. 

 Correspondence: Letter received from a resident about Church Park and Churchyard wall. Welsh Ambulance Service reply 

to email regarding RTA at Margam Corner – they are investigating the circumstances. 

 

12. Meeting close 20.47 

 

13. Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 4th December at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall. 

 

Please note change of date for next Meeting 

  


