
MINUTES 10th October, 2017 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), 
Jeff Higgins (JH), Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

Meeting commenced at 7.23pm 

1. Attendance: Council: SC-K, JH, NR and SW      
2. Residents: June Thomas and Linda Bartlett 
3. Apologies: IB, TH and ST 
4. Declaration of Interests: None notified. 
5. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes approved. Proposed by JH, seconded by SC-K and signed 

by Chair. 
 

6. Matters arising: Taken as arising in Agenda Items 
 

7. Chairman’s Items: SC-K informed that Adrian Hughes ( Cariad ) was delayed so discussion on 
emergency provision, Ambulance and Co-responder vehicle put to end of Agenda. 
 
a. National Trust: SC-K read out letter from Paul Boland, dated 18th September, a copy of 

which had been sent to all Councillors. Surprise was expressed by JH, and by residents 
who were present at September’s meeting, that the letter was in contrast to the 
responses given at September’s meeting. All present recorded their disappointment 
that the National Trust is moving towards a reactive approach in the community, 
whereas RCC has been trying for some time to work in a pro-active way. 
Disappointment was also expressed that there would no longer be a representative 
from NT to keep RCC aware of the work being carried out in our area. As many previous 
Minutes show, and re-iterated today, Council has greatly appreciated the unique 
position of having a regular up-date on matters of interest by having a representative 
present at the meeting, and very much regret the NT’s decision to withdraw. 
Clerk to write to Paul Boland and Alan Kearsley-Evans, as the letter asked, to request 
clarity over the time frame for responses; also to request information of any changes in 
NT personnel that local people may encounter and, if possible, a brief outline each 
month of activities in the area. 
It is assumed that the previous practice of advising RCC of major events to be carried 
out on NT land, so that residents can be warned of possible disruption, will continue 
under this new arrangement. Clerk to ask if this is so. 

b. Tonia Antoniazzi, MP The visit of our new MP was widely appreciated and there has 
been a very positive re-action from people of the village. She was concerned to point 
out that she was everyone’s MP, and had particular concerns over the ambulance 
emergency cover. Clerk to write to MP giving outline of 2 more incidents in the area 
where there was a less than satisfactory response time. MP is supporting the Co-
responder vehicle fund-raising. 

c. Community Review: Details have been placed on the main noticeboard. Clerk  gave 
brief outline of proposals, which should be considered with proposed Electoral 
Boundary changes being put forward. Clerk to alert villagers to the 4 questions as 
advertised, and invite comments to be fed back to RCC as well as the Welsh Assembly 
Government. 

d. Complaints: RCC has received another written complaint about the bright blue light 
pollution emanating from the ticket machines in the NT Car Park at night. Since RCC has 



already discussed this with NT representative, who told Councillors that all NT Car Park 
have the same design, it was decided to raise the matter again in view of the strength of 
feeling that they weren’t right for Rhossili. 

e. Emergency Transport: 8.30 SC-K welcomed Adrian Hughes, one of our local 1st 
Responders from Reynoldston, but representing the charity Cariad on this occasion. 
Cariad is the organisation responsible for raising the funds for a new vehicle and 
supporting the installations of defibrillators. He suggested RCC requested a grant for 
RCC to fill in the gaps in provision throughout the village; SC-K said he would organise 
this as soon as possible. Adrian then outlined the reasons for the renewal of the vehicle 
based in Reynoldston and the specifications necessary for the new vehicle, such as 
being able to drive through floods at Llandewi corner and being able to carry a patient 
to meet a fully equipped ambulance. After he had finished his presentation, SW 
proposed that a contribution of £300 be committed annually from RCC towards the on-
going costs and this proposal was seconded by SC-K. Approved unanimously. 

 
8. Planning Applications: None current in our area. 

  
9. Footpaths: The footpath joining “Six Gates” with Vile Lane continuing to be in a dangerous 

condition because of the constant erosion of the base. Clerk confirmed that Steve Parry is 
aware of its state and is trying to find funds to assist CCS, in view of poor budget allocation. 
 

10. Highways: Clerk reported on communication with Highways Department, Andrew James. 
Contrary to his first email, he has since admitted that the “STOP line and sign” should not 
have been installed, and will have to be removed at CCS’s expense. Research by SC-K and 
Clerk revealed that only the Secretary of State can authorise, in writing, such a change in 
road lay-out. SC-K to be given date and time of inspection by road engineers so that he can 
attend.  Clerk to notify Highways of developing deterioration in road surface around 
triangular Inspection Cover outside St Mary’s Car Park. 
 

11. Village Hall: SW reminded Council that there is a need to nominate representatives on the 
Board of Trustees for The Village Hall. SC-K nominated JH, seconded by SW - unanimous 
approval; JH nominated SW,   seconded by SC-K - unanimous approval. JH reported that 
there had been a very successful Harvest Supper held last Sunday, with over 60 people 
attending. 
 

12. Finance: Finance Officer reported that he had received the Notice of Conclusion of the Audit 
Of RCC’s accounts. There were no issues outstanding, and RCC was given a clean bill of 
health. The requisite information as required to be displayed on public noticeboard, with 
access given to members of the public at The Gallery, The Green should they wish to see it. 
JH reported that Payroll has been completed for September and submitted. JH proposed, SC-
K seconded that Clerk’s honorarium be paid by BACS. Agreed unanimously 
 

13. Correspondence: emailed letter from Paul Boland, see Item 7. 
 

14. Meeting closed at 21.35 (9.35pm) 
 

Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 14th November, 2017 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back 
of Village Hall. 

 


