
 

 

MINUTES 11th April, 2017 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

 
1. Attendance: Council: SC-K, IB, NR and SW.     
2. Residents: Linda Bartlett, Olive Hopker, Anne Morse-Jones, Derek O’Brian and June Thomas 

National Trust: No representative attended – apologies sent by Alan Kearsley-Evans 
3. Meeting commenced at 7.29pm 

 

4. Apologies:  JH, TH and ST 
 

5. Declaration of Interests: None  
 

6. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes approved and signed by Chair. 
 

7. Matters arising: Taken as arising in Agenda Items 
 

8. National Trust:   

No representative was able to attend, but there were matters to be discussed. SC-K had been assured that the 
over-flow Car Park would be open from the end of work on Wednesday, 12th April. SC-K intended to ask if the 
NT will re-instate the damaged grass verge outside Cae Mor field, which had been used in desperation to cope 
with large numbers of visitors with nowhere to park. Councillors had been made aware that residents, unable to 
exit their properties due to cars parked on the road, had obtained Traffic Cones from CC Swansea Highways 
Dept. and the requisite permission to site them along the road. Persons unknown, dressed in clothes with NT 
logo, had tried to remove them when other parking became difficult for visitors, but discussion resulted in them 
being replaced, with notices attached asking that they NOT be removed. SC-K reported that he had had a reply 
from Paul Boland about his last set of queries. Paul said that “Measures have been put in place, together with 
permission from Thomas Methuen-Campbell …” so things should be improved for the NT Car Park Team, 
residents and visitors alike. 

Residents informed Council that the preparatory work to be done in Middleton/School Lane prior to re-surfacing 
work due to be carried out starting on Monday, 10th April, could not be done effectively because of all the cars 
parked along the road – the Road Sweeper could not clean the debris needing to be removed before the tar-
spreader was used; an unforeseen problem created by the development work being carried out on the Car Park. 

Rhossili C Councillors present believe that, with a year’s notice, there should have been a better and more 
inclusive plan in place before work started. SC-K will continue to monitor the situation and day-to-day progress 
and Paul Boland will maintain contact. In response to comments from residents present at the Meeting, IB 
suggested that they could write to NT as individuals to express their views. 

Jo Scott (Clerk) informed everyone about a presentation given by Alan Kearsley-Evans (NT) to volunteers at the 
NT Start of Season meeting and suggested that he be invited to give the same presentation to villagers who 
were interested in knowing what NT plans were for on The Vile. This was agreed and the Clerk was asked to 
contact AK-E to request AK-E to do the presentation. 

Reporting back from the latest meeting of the Gower Forum, a public meeting held for all residents to attend to 
find out information on the work of the AONB team, based in the Civic Centre, IB informed Council that the City 
and County of Swansea are in advanced negotiations with The National Trust to take over the toilets and 
showers in Rhossili. 



 

 

9. Chairman’s Items:  

Election: Clerk reported that there were 7 nominations for the new RCC so there would not be an election and 
all candidates will be confirmed. Documents that have to be returned, duly signed, were distributed to 
Councillors present and Clerk pointed out that failure to fill in and return the certificate of Election Expenses 
would prevent participation in RCC Meetings until it is returned to Swansea. 

Knelston School. SC-K had written to Road Safety Manager in Swansea, Jeff Green, about the 365/24/7 20mph 
restriction outside the school, as per previous Meeting. JG had replied, with an explanation, which was basically 
there is no funding available to erect variable speed limit signs, similar to those sited in Killay, which would only 
operate at specific times during Term time. This will be reviewed again in the future. 

 
10. Planning Applications: 2017/0488 Kimley Moor and 2017/0582 Rhosslyn. Both applications were studied and 

discussed. After deliberations SW proposed, IB seconded proposal to make no submission or comment. Agreed 
unanimously. 
 

11. Footpaths: SC-K felt that RCC has done as much as it can with the situation on the bridleway that continues 
Middleton/School Lane; it is down to residents now. Steve Parry continues to monitor the condition of the rights 
of way on The Vile. He has said that the problem may have been caused by previous years when there had been 
little or no maintenance. It may be possible, once ownership of the lanes is established, to use machinery to 
take off the surface material, thus exposing the original hard stone surface that ought to be there. 
 
 

12. Highways: Bunkers Hill, Pitton Lane and Middleton/School Lane have been surface-dressed. Notices advising 
users of loose chippings are in place and it is expected that excess debris will be swept off after ten days or so. A 
resident noted that Bunkers Hill was left 10 metres un-repaired, so the Clerk contacted Highways to inform 
them. Clerk was told that this was standard procedure near a junction, as vehicle users tended to use their 
brakes at the point of turn, so a different material would be used if the condition of the road warranted further 
repair. Clerk had already informed resident of information. 
 

13. Village Hall: The next project was to empty the store room at the end of the main hall as the intention is to 
make this into a Utility Room so that “Meeters and Greeters” could strip the beds and wash the laundry at the 
end of each letting.  
 

14. Finance: SW gave report on present conditions. Balance is £3426.28.  
He also gave an outline of what Welsh Assembly Auditors would be paying special attention to in the annual 
audit, due later this year. There was some concern expressed about the ramifications for RCC of The Welsh 
Language Act 2011, which appears to require all RCC paperwork to be bi-lingual in Welsh and English, together 
with the web-site. Clerk to make enquiries to One Voice Wales. 

15. Correspondence: email correspondence forwarded to all Councillors.  
 

Meeting closed at 21.12 ( 9.12pm) 
Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 9th May,  2017 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall.  
 

Community Council AGM and Village Hall AGM 
Wednesday, 10th May at 7.15pm 

 
National Trust presentation to Residents on future plans for The Vile – Monday, 
May 8th at 3.00pm 
 
Web site: www.rhossilicc.org         Email: rhossilicc@gmail.com 


