
 

 

MINUTES 17th January, 2017 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

 
1. Attendance: Council: SC-K, IB, SW,  and TH;   National Trust: Kathryn Thomas (KT) 
2. Residents: Linda Bartlett and Gareth Harris (from 7.56pm) 
3. Meeting commenced at 7.19pm 
4. Apologies:  JH, ST, and NR.  
5. Declaration of Interests: None  
6. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes approved and signed by Chair. 
7. Matters arising: Taken under Agenda Items. 
8. National Trust:  Kathryn Thomas, as NT Rhossili Ranger€, was welcomed to the Meeting. KT referred to a 

letter sent to RCC concerning the proposed improvements to the Car Park. She said that it was hoped to 
start the work in February, delays having been caused by Planning issues. The Car Park would remain open 
during the work, and local stakeholders, residents and businesses, would be kept informed, as well as RCC. If 
access were to be needed via the bottom gate, past the Coastguard Station, that would be done. IB asked 
whether the Pay Machines would be up-dated to allow cash-less payment. KT said she would find out. SC-K 
asked about spoil from excavation of Car Park. Alan Kearsley Evans is looking into the feasibility of use on 
other sites, with some possibly being used in the restoration of “Lanshers” on The Vile. With regards to Sea 
Watch, KT reported that the training of volunteers the previous week-end, at Reynoldston, had gone well, 
and the volunteers will be operating on the cliffs near The Old Lookout, but taking care not to interfere with 
the work of NCI. It is hoped that a grant will be forthcoming from the Gower Landscape Project to purchase 
suitable optical equipment; a question was asked about when this became part of the GLP and Kathryn said 
it could be part of the Ranger proposal. Forms for casual sightings by other people would be available in the 
NT Shop. KT explained her “Coastodians” and how they were expected to work. Basically, they adopt a 
footpath and walk the length regularly, armed with a Litter picker and some secateurs, to keep it clear of 
rubbish and over-hanging brambles etc. She reported that there were 7 volunteers covering the paths from 
Mewslade to the NT Shop. They are also expected to report repairs to fences, stiles and gates, plus any 
issues with erosion and drainage. All had been briefed about safe ways to work, especially if they are 
working alone. 
The Clerk asked if KT would liaise with AK-E to provide a copy of NT organised events proposed through the 
year, similar to the most helpful one produced last year. 

9. Chairman’s Items:  
Newsletter: SC-K reported that he had had very favourable comments about the 2016 Newsletter. 
All present agreed, “The best yet.” 
Memorial Stone: SC-K had received a reply from Cyrill Jones. Gordon Howe also responded with 
interesting information about a previous occupant of his cottage. RCC was contacted by a previous 
resident, now living in Pennard who was interested in joining a group to make further investgations 
and put forward design proposals. SC-K is still in the process of gathering information and said that 
there was much to consider before a decision would be called for. 
AONB Celebration Mug: NR had reported that there were only 27 residents under the age of 18, so 
there were some mugs left. SC-K proposed that he would buy a small number and other residents 
could buy them at £3.50 9 (this is at cost), available from The Green Gallery. 
Local Elections: These are scheduled for May 4th. The Clerk attended a briefing meeting at The 
Guildhall on Monday and reported the necessary details about Nominations, deadlines etc. Election 
2017 to be placed on Agenda for next Meeting. 
 



 

 

Gareth Harris said that he had had no acknowledgement of his submission on the Chronology of the 
hole in the road near his house, nor the photographs and his report on his sighting of a “Green 
Flash” at a sunset before Christmas. Clerk replied that she didn’t remember his email, but would 
check. 

10. Planning Applications: 2016/3638 Alveley. After discussion and study of present and previous plans, Clerk 
instructed to comment: While recognising the improvement in the physical appearance of the building we 
are not in favour of there being a separate holiday home or commercial building on this site. 2016/3682 and 
3689 Corner House Farm. After discussion, and study of plans and photographs, Clerk instructed to 
comment: In this case we do not see that these installations detract substantially from the elements of 
Listing. 

11. Footpaths: The Gower Way between Rocket House and Middleton/ School Lane has become indistinct and 
visitors are reportedly getting lost. Clerk to write to Steve Parry (CCS Rights of Way) to inform him of 
restoration work needed. 

12. Highways: TH has spoken to one landowner on Pitton Hill about hedges etc. Clerk reported that there had 
been no response from CCS highways concerning the mud and night-soil on the road. IB informed Council 
that the main road outside Pitton Cross Caravan and Camping Site shows signs of subsidence at the point 
where a cable to the Vodaphone Mast was laid. Clerk to add this to report. 

13. Village Hall: Village Hall is shut down for its annual maintenance and decoration. A new lighting system that 
has movement sensor capacity is being investigated for the Bunkhouse corridor. Linda Bartlett asked about 
the replacement roof. SW replied that the Asbestos tiles have to be removed, and work would start on the 
Ante Room first to trial best practice. 

14. Finance: SW gave report on present conditions. Balance is £3976.01. Payments were authorised to: Print 
Partnership - £225 for Newsletter; Norfolk China - £213.54 + 30 design fee for Celebration Mugs. 

The sum of £10 was received from sales of Maps. SW then presented the Annual Summary to facilitate 
Budget 2017/18 discussions. The condition of the Noticeboards in the Village has been noted as “dire”, 
especially the ones in Rhossili Central and Lower Pitton. Investigations by SW found that replacing them with 
Re-cycled materials was very expensive. Discussion concluded with IB and SW continuing to find further 
suppliers of a variety of designs, Clerk to contact Reynoldston CC to see from where the CC obtained their 
Noticeboards and the price paid. 

In light of the potential cost of replacing Noticeboards, plus funding about £1500 towards the cost of the 
Local Elections, IB proposed to raise the Precept by 10%, making the Annual Precept £3630. Proposal 
Seconded by SW.  Carried unanimously. 

15. Correspondence: email correspondence forwarded to all Councillors.  
 

Meeting closed at 20.52 (8.52pm) 
 

Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 7th February,  2017 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall.  
web site: www.rhossilicc.org         Email: rhossilicc@gmail.com 


