
 

 

MINUTES 8th November, 2016 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

 
1. Attendance: Council: SC-K, IB, JH, NR and ST;   National Trust: Mark Hipkin 
2. Residents: Anne Morse-Jones and Linda Bartlett 

 
Meeting commenced at 7.22pm 
 

3. Apologies:  SW and TH 
4. Declaration of Interests: JH (Item 9 Planning) 
5. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes approved and signed by Chair. 
6. Matters arising: Taken under Agenda Items. 

 
7. National Trust:  Mark Hipkin was welcomed to the meeting. He explained that Kathryn Thomas, Rhossili Ranger, 

was on leave today and therefore unable to attend. He gave an up-date on the Mewslade Valley wall repairs; 
Tenders have gone out in line with procurement rules. The job will have its own Project Manager. Endurance for 
Life races are going ahead, with MH and KT having a watching brief. MH has been in touch with EfL and told the 
company that he will be liaising with local residents and land users for feedback and their request for the use of 
drones carrying cameras has been denied. MH asked that everyone be aware of this a report any sightings 
immediately. MH informed RCC that he was intending to start a Sea Watch, run with volunteers, with particular 
attention being paid to whale, dolphin and porpoise activity on our coast. Training for volunteers will be 
provided, one on a week-end and one session on a week-day and he has had lots of volunteers expressing an 
interest. MH said that Enforcement at Kitchen Corner on the Boathouse was for City and County of Swansea to 
follow up; it was noted that after an initial attempt at removing the offending structure, all work has ceased. 
After MH had concluded his information, SC-K asked for questions or comments. ST asked for information about 
Charity groups using the Car Park as she was concerned over a report from participants in a Vintage Tractor 
Rally being refused permission to have a 20-minute Pit Stop in Rhossili. She reported that 30 to 40 tractors were 
in the Charity Run, the majority of them having actually worked on The Vile and surrounding land. Comments 
were made about other groups using the Car Park to meet, with Classic Cars, Vintage Sports Cars and others 
listed by Councillors. MH replied that the NT Shop and Car Park were run as a separate organisation, the 
Commercial arm rather than conservation. He knew that a licence was needed and suggested that maybe the 
application gave too short notice. ST said that the organiser had applied months in advance but kept being 
directed to different people and in the end gave up. A local farmer agreed to make one of his fields available so 
that the money-raising venture did not have to be called off. RCC members expressed disappointment at the 
apparent lack of co-operation from unknown personnel in NT. Clerk to contact Richard (Manager at Shop) to 
clarify the position for organisations wanting to use the facilities. 
IB reported that on one day in October he went down to Worms Head with his wife pre-dawn to watch the 
sunrise and took photographs of motorhomes camped in the Car Park field. Clerk reported that Richard has 
already been contacted about this when it happened in the Summer; his explanation then was that all the local 
camp sites were full, and he took action when he arrived at the Shop. He said that new cameras would help 
identify over-night campers, with number-plate recognition capability. Clerk to write to National Trust and CCS, 
with a courtesy copy to Richard, informing them of RCC’s awareness of this recurrent illegal use of the Car 
Park. 
 

8. Chairman’s Items: 
1. Commemorative Gift: SC-K reported that design was now at the Printers. ST to make up list of children in 

the village, aged 0 -18 years, as recipients of this special gift to mark 50 years of the AONB at Rhossili. 
 

2. Defibrillators: SC-K asked clerk to check previous Minutes over NT’s agreement to fund defibrillator placed 
outside the NT Shop. Funding application for the other high-priority placements is being made. 



 

 

 
3. Newsletter: SC-K had produced a list of possible contributors for this year’s version. Clerk to contact people 

in organisations on list to ask for contributions. A dead-line of 28th November was sought. 
 

9. Planning Applications: Hampstead 2016/1853 JH removed himself from discussion. Plans were circulated for 
Councillors to peruse. SC-K to make comments to CCS. Concerns were registered about the question of Building 
Lines; comment was also made that there would be an inconsistency of style and continuity of design between 
two identical semi-detached houses, unique in the village and with a very high profile on the main road into the 
village. 
 

10. Footpaths: Clerk reported continued water-flow damage to the footpath out onto The Vile, locally referred to as 
The Barrel Path, due to the existence of an aluminium beer barrel in it. The possibility of injury to users because 
of the deep gullies that have formed was discussed. Clerk to contact RoW team in CCS (Steve Parry) to express 
concerns. 
 

11. Highways: Discussion centred on erection of “Flood” warning signs at Scurlage. Summed up – “ridiculous use of 
money; it would have been better spent trying to solve the problem.” Gareth Harris is writing a report detailing 
the chronology of The Hole in Middleton/School Lane. 
 

12. Village Hall: Shut down for maintenance in January highlighted. 
 

13. Finance: SW not in attendance, so no detailed Financial Report available. Invoice received from Selina Taylor, for 
web-site services. £105 for the year. Accepted and agreed payment. 
 

14. Clerk requested to change date of next meeting due to family commitments. Agreed unanimously. 
 

15. Chairman’s extra. SC-K indicated to members present that due to circumstances it is his intention to step down 
from the position as Chair at the next AGM.  
 

16. Correspondence: email correspondence forwarded to all Councillors.  
 

17. Meeting closed at 9.18pm 
 

18. Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 6th December, 2016 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall. 
 

web site: www.rhossilicc.org         Email: rhossilicc@gmail.com 


