
 

 

MINUTES 13th September, 2016 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

 
1. Attendance: SC-K, IB, JH, TH, NR and ST. 

Residents: Linda Bartlett, Anne Morse-Jones, June Thomas and Gareth Harris. 
 
Meeting commenced at 7.20pm 
 

2. Apologies: SW 
3. Declaration of Interests: ST concerning item 7.5 
4. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes approved and signed by JH as Acting-Chair. 
5. Matters arising: Taken under Agenda Items. 

 

6. National Trust: No representative attended. Clerk reported that she had spoken to Alan Kearsley-Evans during the week 
about the “EPIC” placement. SC-K noted that Visit Wales had responded to his recommendation to relocate from proposed 
position nearer to the cliff edge. Anecdotal evidence seemed to suggest a greater number of visitors during the Bank 
Holiday week-end, but there were no reported traffic problems. As regards sporadic attendance by NT representatives at 
RCC meetings, it was proposed that emails be sent to Kathryn, the NT Ranger for our area, and AK-E giving all the dates of 
future meetings to enable them to plan for attendance. The problem of over-night camping, especially by motorhome 
users in NT Car Park, was brought to the attention of Council. Resolved to include this in email to the Ranger so she is also 
aware. Commercial Manager also to be informed of village disquiet over illegal camping. 

7. Chairman’s Items: 
1.Commemorative Gift: Council felt that the gift to children in the village should be something that stood the test of time 
but for various reasons, the design was not ready for presentation at the annual Village BBQ. SC-K proposed a choice 
between 3 designs, circulated by IB. After lengthy discussion it was decided to combine the best elements of the two main 
design proposals. IB will bring the final design to October meeting of RCC. Distribution will be with the Christmas 
Newsletter.  
2. 118 Bus and Sunday Bus Service: SC-k reported that several residents had complained to him about the apparent 
deterioration of the weekday service. There had been several break-downs of the bus and many delays or even 
cancellations. Anne Morse-Jones was asked to give details of her recent experiences, which included all the passengers 
giving up their water bottles to be put into the engine, and then she provided 2 watering-cans of water from her home. 
There was also quoted an incident which involved a driver displaying poor control over the vehicle when the bus had been 
delayed, culminating in a passenger speaking to the driver. Clerk to write to CCS Transport to outline concerns about poor 
standards of vehicle maintenance and the deterioration in the quality of provision. 
3.Defibrillators: SC-K has passed on forms to apply for grants to SW. It was noted that the practice of 2015 season, when 
school defibrillators were placed in various other locations with lots of people had not happened this year. This was 
recorded as regrettable. 
4.EPIC lack of consultation: SC-K said that he understood Visit Wales was very pleased with the effect that had been 
achieved. People in Rhossili who had been canvassed were found to have mostly liked it or had no opinion but it was 
known that some villagers had strong reservations and opinions to the contrary. Local NT were not consulted about its 
erection and only knew about it two days before its arrival. It was noted that strong winds had damaged part of the 
structure and the whole edifice was removed two days earlier than initially proposed because of inclement weather. 
Stewards on site kept visitors away from the damaged section. 
5.Knelston Primary School: Some local people had raised a few concerns about new policies and actions at the school. It 
was decided that there would be no further action at this time as the Head Teacher is newly appointed and has only been 
in post two weeks. An ex-Headteacher gave a brief explanation of how a small school might be organised, and the 
problems caused by shrinking budgets and other challenges faced by schools. 

8. Planning Applications: Worms Head Hotel. 2009/1725. The paper copies of the proposals were studied and discussed in 
detail, comparing the final submission with the original one and the present configuration. Councillors were unanimous in 
their wish for the roof to be Welsh slate, as originally proposed. There was also concern about the change in roof-line. IB 
raised the question as to why the hotel would need a “Food Kiosk” on the front of the building. It was felt by all councillors 
that queues for this extra service may interfere with the use of the roadway by farmers, residents and emergency response 



 

 

vehicles. There was some concern that the “Present” plans, as submitted, do not match what is the actual situation today -  
it was noted that the proposal shows the male WC positioned by the main entrance to the Public Bar; presently, it has a 
different location and Councillors wondered whether a more accurate Plan should be submitted. In the new proposal, 
councillors expressed concern that it appeared that both sets of WC facilities would be accessed directly from the 
restaurant area, apparently without the benefit of a double door vestibule to give privacy, and allowing the possibility of 
noxious odours permeating through to the eating area. 
During further discussion, Councillors generally expressed concerns about the day-to-day impact of construction work 
carried out in a very restricted space, especially the position of a compound for storage and delivery of materials, and the 
through-access needed by other users of the roadway. The need to keep the roadway clear at all times for Rhossili 
Coastguard Cliff Rescue Team was emphasised by Councillors – this point to be made in submission to CCS. SC-K was tasked 
with formulating an appropriate reply, covering the points discussed, to the CCS Planning Office.   
 

9. Footpaths: SC-K raised concern about Footpath by Church Park as cars of new visitors were not leaving the required 1.5 m 
for members of the public to use the path. 
 

10. Highways: Clerk gave a brief outline of progress (or, more accurately, the lack of it) about the road subsidence in School 
Lane. Gareth Harris showed pictures of the exposed main sewer before it was repaired by Welsh Water; the breach and 
bend around a large glacial boulder could clearly be seen. Welsh Water had made good all the repair work and workmen 
from CCS Highways finished it with a substantial amount of clean stone and gravel being put onto the verge. However, after 
a small amount of rain recently, it can be seen that there must still be a void underneath as a large dip has appeared in the 
stone after a vehicle was driven over it. Highways have been informed by Clerk and are preparing to undertake a major 
investigation, but it will be at least 3 week before this will happen; Clerk also reported from that ‘phone conversation, that 
the other piece of subsidence, by the side of an electric pole on the Front Road will also be dealt with at the same time. A 
further up-date will be given, hopefully, in October’s Meeting of RCC. 
SC-K asked about Memorial Trees at Pilton. IB reported that all 6 trees were fine and had been given posts to identify their 
positions. 
 

11. Village Hall: All going well. Harvest Supper on October, 2nd. 
 
 

12. Finance: As SW absent there was no finance Report. Clerk reported a problem that had occurred with a demand for an 
unpaid bill. SW has cheque book, but there are still only 2 signatories, one of who is SW so Invoice couldn’t be paid anyway. 
SC-K confirmed that IB had volunteered to be added to mandate but it hadn’t been done yet. It was also suggested that if 
the cheque-book holder is away for any length of time, the cheque-book should be left with the Clerk so that this situation 
does not arise in the future. Invoice for One Voice Wales to be paid. 

13. Correspondence: email correspondence forwarded to all Councillors. Clerk read letter from AM asking for details of when 
RCC meets. Clerk to respond, giving dates of future Meetings. 
 

14. Meeting closed at 9.00pm 
 

 
15. Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 11th October, 2016 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall. 

 

Web site: www.rhossilicc.org         Email: rhossilicc@gmail.com 
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