
 

MINUTES 9th August, 2016 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

 
1. Attendance: JH, NR and SW. 

Residents: Linda Bartlett, Gareth Harris, Anne Morse-Jones and June Thomas. 
National Trust: Alan Kearsley-Evans (AK-E) 
Meeting commenced at 7.20pm 

2. Apologies: SC-K, IB, TH and ST 
Chair and vice-Chair absent; JH elected as Chair of this Meeting. 

3. Declaration of Interests: None 
4. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes approved and signed. 
5. Matters arising: Taken under Agenda Items. 

 

6. National Trust: AK-E addressed the Meeting and used notes of an email from SC-K as an aide memoire to answer 
questions. He was sorry that he couldn’t provide a detailed 12 month Management Plan for The NT owned parts of The Vile 
as it is not in existence yet. NT land on The Vile is at present under tenancies, with varying lengths still to run. However, he 
was able, he said, to outline overall NT intentions, and what they as an organisation are intending to achieve. He 
distributed a copy of a map showing the land on The Vile they either own or lease, and the present land-use and he 
explained the land use in each area at present. He then explained the national NT Policy for all the countryside and the 
farmland they own across the country. The umbrella acronym “LON” is used, meaning Land, Outdoors, Nature. They have 

assessed all of their land in order to understand the condition it is in. The Aims are that all the land is Healthy, Rich in 

Wildlife, Beautiful, Enjoyable, Rich in culture and Productive, and work will be carried out to achieve this. Obviously all the 
NT land is at different points of rehabilitation and The Vile is no exception. A lot of the fields have become purely grazing 
and silage, others of them now have extremely poor soil structure with ploughing exposing sizeable rocks and sub-soil with 
poor levels of fertility and low yields; the present land-use is not conducive, the NT feels, towards achieving the aims 
outlined above. AK-E then gave out copies of the LON plan, with more details of how each of the Aims could and should be 
achieved. AK-E said he and his staff are very excited about the future of returning The Vile to a resemblance of what it once 
was but people would have to be patient as it will take years to come to total fruition. JH then asked AKE some questions 
about various aspects of NT work. The field with all the thistles and weeds, looking neglected is still in the hands of tenants 
until May next year. 
The Gower Landscape Project has been a challenge, especially with staffing. The proposal put forward recently to repair 
the drystone wall in Mewslade Valley is not dependant on European Funding, and so will go ahead. It was noted that The 
Gower Society had agreed to put in the extra funding required to add to National Lottery Funding already agreed. 
The Car Park plans should be going ahead in October. AK-E apologised for not contacting the Commercial Manager, 
Richard, about this. Plan is to be commenced in stages, therefore allowing parking to continue 
Locally, NT has been mostly involved in Litter removal. 
Pilton Common: The present method of management, while maybe not appearing ideal, is the best option. The habitats 
have been improved as results from surveys show – this year was the best ever for Orchids and it is hoped to take a hay 
crop off it this year. 
Noxious weeds: AK-E reported that he had a group of volunteers from Ceredigion removing it tomorrow (Wed, 10th). 
LB asked about Myxomatosis, which appeared to be affecting the local rabbit population. AK-E explained that it was 
unpleasant, and many rabbits would die, but there was nothing anyone could do, it is just unfortunate. 
 

7. Chairman’s Items: 
Noxious Weeds: See reply above 
Noxious smells: A Resident has complained about the state and smell in the Public Conveniences in Rhossili Car Park. The 
building is still under the care of CCS, but cuts in the budgets have meant a reduction in personnel and equipment. JH will 
investigate how RCC can help improve the situation. It has also been reported that holiday-makers are sometimes over-
whelmed by the stench of sewage waste being spread onto fields adjacent to their camp- or caravan-sites. There was a 
discussion about possible Regulations that require sewage waste to be ploughed into the ground within a certain time-
frame. Clerk asked to make enquiries through Environmental Health. 
Defibrillators: SW asked that the form for Lottery funding be forwarded to him, as The Village Hall has the necessary 
registration as a Charity. 



 
8. Planning Applications: Worms Head Hotel. 2009/1725. Clerk outlined a brief history of this proposal. Not all Councillors 

present for original submission in 2009. Clerk to contact Planning to get paper copies of all the plans and to enquire if any 
part of the application has been approved in the past. Also to ask for extension to the time period for consultation. 
 

9. Footpaths: Cars parked by rear of Church and house Church Park. Rights of Way Officer, Steve Parry, has investigated and is 
now happy with response by owners of Church Park. Little Vile Lane (Clerk’s name for it!) has been cut back, as requested 
after July’s Meeting of RCC. Letter of thanks to be sent to RoW Team. 
 

10. Highways: No Highways engineer attended when the repair was made good. However, recently a hole had appeared on the 
western edge of the road. Clerk reported that she had made an emergency call to Highways and Welsh Water when it was 
brought to her notice on Sunday, 7th August. It had already been reported to Highways by several residents, but its extent 
was not known. Clerk reported that there was a void of some 2.5 metres in depth, and at least 3m in width; a concrete pipe 
could be seen about 0.75 metres down. Water was running down under the concrete pipe and down through loose rocks at 
the bottom of the void. This had dried up when SC-K attended with the Clerk that afternoon. Welsh Water engineers had 
attended and cordoned the hole behind a metal cage, preventing anyone falling into it. Engineers had managed to put a 
camera down into various inspection chambers, and found anomalies in the sewer pipe, running down the middle of the 
road. Clerk reported that she had tried to contact CCS Highways on 18 occasions on Monday, to no avail. However, Welsh 
Water had sent out another team to investigate. They reported to the Clerk that CCS felt it was a Welsh Water problem 
that had caused the subsidence. Resident Gareth Harris gave a detailed report of what he had witnessed, who he had 
spoken to about the situation and what he felt was the cause of the problem. 9 days previously a tractor driven by James 
Beynon was returning to the farmyard and he felt a wheel of his tractor go down. On investigation he found that a hole, 
some 2 feet in diameter had appeared in the verge and running water could be heard. After discussion, RCC members 
resolved to request a site meeting with Welsh Water and CCS as a matter of urgency. Clerk to contact all parties and try to 
arrange it between 8.00am and 9.00am so that Councillors could attend. 
Ann Morse-Jones asked about over-hanging branches and brambles that make walking along the road difficult and 
unpleasant. JH told her that hedges were the responsibility of the land-owner. Clerk to write to owners of property, asking 
them to trim the hedge back as soon as possible. Letter to be dropped into the house, as it is a holiday-let. 
 

11. Village Hall: The BBQ is going ahead and there have been a number of successful events recently. The sum of £20,000 had 
been transferred from The Bunkhouse to The Village Hall. A question was raised about parking for users of The Bunkhouse 
when it was a large party of people. On several occasions, cars had been parked badly, making it difficult for farmers to use 
Little Vile Lane to access their fields. JH and SW replied that all users are told where they should park and that it was 
suggested that clients run a shuttle service for their guests from Rhossili Car Park to The Village Hall. NR asked that they be 
reminded not to block gateways, please. 
 
 
 

12. Finance: SW reported on the present financial account balances. Balance at 9th August is £4,094.48. It was decided that the 
Clerk would be paid in the mid-quarter from this quarter onwards. Agreed unanimously. SW reported that there had been a 
problem with the Audit and explained that in the relevant section the Auditor was raising the query, there was not an 
available option to enter “Not Applicable”, so RCC may be charged. 

13. Correspondence: email correspondence forwarded to all Councillors. 
 

14. Meeting closed at 9.00pm 
 

15. Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 13th September, 2016 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall 

Web site: www.rhossilicc.org         Email: rhossilicc@gmail.com 

http://www.rhossilicc.org/
mailto:rhossilicc@gmail.com

