
 

 

MINUTES 12th July, 2016 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

 
1. Attendance: SCK, IB, JH, NR, ST and SW. 

Residents: Anne Morse-Jones and June Thomas. 
National Trust: No representative attended. 
Meeting commenced at 7.20pm 

2. Apologies: TH 
3. Declaration of Interests: None 

 
4. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes approved and signed. 

 
5. Matters arising: Taken under Agenda Items. 

 

6. National Trust: No representative attended. Clerk reported that she had spoken to Kathryn Thomas, NT Rhossili Ranger, 
when she was working removing hogweed from fields on The Vile. Clerk asked about the NT policy on ragwort as there was 
so much of it growing on The Vile, and Kathryn said that its removal was part of her job that day. Clerk informed RCC that 
another visit, this week, had shown that most of the ragwort had been removed. Clerk said that she understood from the 
conversation with Kathryn that she would attend future meetings of RCC, after having checked with Alan K-E on matters 
that might be raised or reported on. Agenda, Draft Minutes of June’s Meeting had been sent to Kathryn and Alan. SC-K 
commented that it was a pity there was no NT representative present as he had some issues to raise and request 
clarification. He listed these as (i) details of the yearly management plan for The Vile as there appear to be changes in the 
historic character and land use; (ii) fields nearest the village appear to be over-grown and unproductive, with complaints 
about thistles being allowed to grow in profusion and no longer tenanted; (iii) Ragwort on common land and (iv) the status 
of the wall running down the centre of Mewslade – there have been concerns voiced that funding might be withdrawn 
following the results of the European Referendum. Clerk reported that she had spoken to Mike Scott, in charge of CCS part 
of Gower Landscape Project today (12/07), requesting clarification. He said that it was not EU grants that would pay for the 
work to be done. There had been several difficulties, not least finding a contractor willing to do the work as the wall, if 
restored to original dimensions, would require workers to be more than 3 metres off the ground because of the shape of 
the underlying ground. MS said that, as he understood matters, there was soon to be a site meeting between various 
relevant organisations, and that after discussions and confirmation, it may be that The Gower Society might provide the 
match-funding required by The Heritage Lottery Fund to pay for the work. Clerk to write to GLP asking for a written up-date 
on the various aspects of GLP affecting Rhossili, with a copy to Chris Lyndley. 
 

7. Chairman’s Items: 
Fall Bay: Clerk reported that it had come to her notice that a group of between 20 and 30 nudists had used Fall Bay for 
their activities one Saturday for some hours, swimming and cooking BBQs etc. After discussion, RCC members decided that 
this could have been an isolated incident, so would wait before taking any further action and involving the Police. 
 

8. Planning Applications: None this month for our area. 
 

9. Footpaths: Request received to ask CCS to organise trimming of Lane by Village Hall – it is overgrown with hogweed, 
nettles and brambles to such an extent that pedestrians have nowhere safe to get out of the way of agricultural vehicles. 
Clerk asked to write to Steve Parry. 
 

10. Highways: Clerk reported result of communications with Welsh Water and CCS Highways. WW agreed to take responsibility 
for repair, as new hole was occurring on the repair they did last year. Highways responded by saying they would have an 
engineer team standing by to examine the problem as WW contractors were digging it out. Highways also gave a date for 
commencement of work. A small amount of the old tarmac was removed, and then nothing else was done as a further slip 
occurred under the road. On Saturday last, workmen removed the tarmac from old repair, and then left. Hole has been 
levelled off with old tarmac and hard core, but there has been no investigation to establish the cause of the subsidence. 
SCK to contact WW and CCS Highways to voice concern over this lost opportunity to solve the problem for good. 



 

 

 

 
11. Village Hall: All is going well. Year-end Accounts are with the Accountant and their report is awaited. 

 
12. Finance : SW reported on the present financial account balances. Balance at 12th July was £4,469.48. There has been 

income of £10 from St Mary’s Church for Village Maps; the Clerk to be paid £300 for period to June, plus £75 tax. SW talked 
about new Financial Regulations that had been circulated to Councillors. He has read the document and noted the relevant 
details. SW proposed that RCC adopts these New Financial Regulations; seconded by JH. Agreed unanimously. 
 

13. Correspondence: email correspondence forwarded to all Councillors. 
 

14. Meeting closed at 8.00pm 
 

 
15. Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 9th August 2016 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall 

 
Web site: www.rhossilicc.org         Email: rhossilicc@gmail.com 
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