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RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL  

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 13 November approved on 11 December 
2012  

1. Attendance: Steve Walmsley (SW) (Chair), David Cann (DC) (Vice Chair), Ian 

Button (IB), Steve Campbell Kelly (SCK), Jeff Higgins (JH); Caroline Johnson (CJ) 

(Clerk); Sally Thomas (ST), Nicola Rees (NR), National Trust – Leigh Freeman; 

Residents – June Thomas, Anne Morse Jones.  

2. Apologies:  

3. Declaration of interests: IB re Foxgloves, ST re Middleton Hall.  

4. Minutes of the last meeting: Approved.  

5. Matters arising: Christmas newsletter, this year RCC will offer an option for 

residents to greet each other, with a donation to charity.  

6. National Trust: Leigh Freeman introduced himself as interim property manager 

until Jan/Feb, he used to manage the NT shop. Gower NT may amalgamate with 

Brecon Beacons as part of reorganisation. Gower is run at a loss at the moment, 

however it plans to break even soon and then go into profit in subsequent years. 

Vile project is still ongoing, with a bid for £100k budget to reinstate the hedge 

banks over 2 years, and to make it more widely known – decision has not been 

made. How is NT planning to generate more income in Gower: perhaps a 

countryside membership scheme, new facilities at Pennard, car parks. - The 

Endurance race caused disruption in Rhossili, NR couldn’t access her fields, and 

there was double parking in the roads, Thomas’s car park bottom field wasn’t 

opened. As last year, there was no forward communication, and it could have been 

better organised. There should be a notice period to move stock etc. NR/RCC to 

send a list of problems and people to contact for NT to work with the organisers to 

ensure it is better for next year. The problems are not just with this event, but also 

with others where NT is involved, e.g. BBC filming. - B/Fwd: brushing at Pitton 
Cross, and Section 194 on Pilton Common – Leigh to report back.  

7. Footpaths: B/Fwd: Talgarth’s Well and Ramsgrove signage still pending. DC 

reported the cross path from Ship Lane to donkeys is almost impassable, Clerk to 
request clean up.  

8. Highways: Site visit by Steve Thomas with Clerk and SCK 1 November. Overhang 

at end of St Mary’s car park will be cut one-off. Land belongs to Clive Jenkins – RCC 

to discuss the overhang problem. Highways to try and build a lip at the top of the 

track by Rhossili Gallery to divert storm water. Signage for Pitton hill is under 

investigation. Hedge overhang at Pylewell will be cut. Flooding at Newton Lodge 

corner will be addressed by clearing the drains and ditches, cutting a new channel 

on the inside corner, and talking to landowners if necessary. - Steve Jones has 

reported that the light at the bus stop is not working – Highways alerted: Public 

Lighting will inspect this week. - Steve Jones reported that the gully in the track by 

Rhossili Gallery is a safety hazard. Clerk to alert Penrice Estate. - B/Fwd Bus Stop 

sign for Middleton – pending. Anne Morse Jones reported that the bus will not stop 

on the intersection, only at the grass verge which is sometimes waterlogged or 



muddy to stand on.  

9. Village Hall: B/Fwd Ship Lane access: LF reported that NT could make up 

coastguard route signs for the lane. IB to update existing copies of the Rhossili map 
to remove reference to RVH car park.  

10. Rhossili Youth Club and facilities for children: Sub-committee distributed leaflets 

and talked with parents. Public meeting was held 6 November in RVH. i) It was 

concluded that Rhossili cannot boost the Youth Club because no more eligible 

children live here. ii) An after-school club for younger children was proposed with 

Tracey Button and a team leading. iii) There was much interest in using part of the 

field adjacent to the village hall for recreation. Site visit was arranged for 9am 10 

November. IB offered to organise regular mowing. John Furneaux and SW could 

arrange secure fencing. Another meeting with National Trust to be held. ST to be 

involved as she is the current tenant. iv) Messy Church could come to Rhossili and 

use RVH as suitable venue. v) More child-inclusive social events at RVH were 

suggested. vi) Other options were discussed. It was agreed to hold another meeting 

when the field and after school club have progressed on a stage. - After School Club 

team will send a questionnaire through Knelston school to see if there is interest. A 

budget of £100 to cover start-up costs was approved. Initial outlay will be for 

printing and CRB checks. RVH committee to discuss hall hire charges - maybe foc at 
start-up. Is there public liability – yes on the hall, don’t know about the  
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field at this stage. Is there any equipment available? Leigh Freeman NT to 

investigate what the field cannot be used for. Clerk to ask in the Christmas 

newsletter for ideas about children’s events in RVH.  

11. Archiving village memorabilia: Council to consider provision of a community 

chest for village keepsakes. West Glamorgan Archive Service is prepared to set up a 

Rhossili Village Archive of documents and photographs but not books, newspapers 

or artefacts. Clerk to find out if the materials would be digitised? Doreen has photos 

of pantos and events at RVH from 1980s. Try to identify them all before she moves. 

SCK to speak to Roger Button re help for Doreen. Her dissertation on the Vile in 

1940s is already archived at Swansea University. June Thomas also has videos of 

past pantomimes. JH suggested the memorabilia should be on display in RVH. NT 
may also be interested and they have a centralised system.  

12. Village security: Next PACT meeting is 17 December in Reynoldston Fire Station. 

Pc Phil Davies has notified RCC of ongoing opportunist thefts throughout Gower and 

a recent rise in the thefts of chain saws, petrol strimmers etc. from insecure farm 

buildings taking place throughout the day. Some fly grazing is ongoing in Rhossili.  

13. Gower broadband: At last Welsh Government grant approval has been given and 

the project is going ahead. Some people may be connected before Christmas. A 
planning application for Middleton is in progress.  

14. Atlantic Array wind farm: CCS will submit its report from White Consultants with 

a cover letter to the Planning Inspectorate if RWE’s planning application is accepted 

for examination (this will be their Local Impact Report). RCC has provided details of 

procedural issues to CCS to be used when they are asked by the Planning 

Inspectorate to comment on the adequacy of the pre-application phase. CCS has 



forwarded the details to RWE asking them to notify RCC directly when they apply to 

the Planning Inspectorate. Rhossili Working Group is asking the Planning 

Inspectorate to make allowance for individuals to challenge the validity of RWE’s 

pre-application phase. RWG continues to meet weekly to try to engage RWE on the 

lack of evidence in the Environmental Statement and their misleading assessments. 

RWG is contacting statutory bodies concerning RWE’s lack of process and drawing 

attention to the need for thorough examination before issuing any derogation 

licences for met masts and/or turbines. RWG is also building an economic argument. 
Atlantic Array Bulletin 6 was received from Alan Rayner.  

15. Burying cables from Worms Head to Rhossili Village: DC will attend Western 

Power strategic workshop on undergrounding cables in AONBs. Mike Scott (CCS 

AONB officer) has no plans for Rhossili. He will try to get drawings for Western 

Power. Clerk to obtain plans for BT poles extending from the Middleton cabinet. Re 
the pole in the car park, Clerk to send previous mail to Leigh Freeman.  

16. Diamond Jubilee commemoration: Six infill saplings can be planted this Autumn 

– confirmation received from TMC at Penrice Estate. IB to organise the purchase and 

planting. Clerk to confirm tree variety options.  

17. Planning: 2012/1351 rear of Middleton Hall amendment to planning permission 

2012/0359, responded by 8 November. No comment. 2012/1418 Annies Stables 

Middleton, detached garage replacing shed and wood store. Respond by 30 

November. No comment. 2012/1098 Ivy Cottage, application was approved by CCS. 

2012/0608 Foxgloves Pitton Cross has gone to Appeal A12/2185609. Respond by 4 

December to Planning Inspectorate. No comment. 2012/1245 Pitton Cross Caravan 

Park tented field, applications was approved by CCS. - RCC has been asked by local 

residents and Gower Society to initiate a request for a judicial review of planning 

approval for 2012/0359 rear of Middleton Hall – declined. However, RCC would 

support Gower Society pursuing, Clerk to reply. - B/Fwd Irregularities of caravans in 

Rhossili. 28/10 Clerk chased Planning and asked about using 28 day Rule for 

camping. Email acknowledged – ‘receiving attention’ but nothing further. Despite a 

further chaser, no response. IB to send to Clerk a CCS interpretation for Gower of 
Article 4. Clerk to write to Phil Holmes at CCS.  

18. Finance: Latest statement presented. Mazars have finalised, signed off and 

returned the Annual Return (passed to SCK). Council discussed and approved 10% 

increase in Precept for next year. Council approved and paid £265 for Clerk’s wages. 
Council approved budget of £100 for Christmas newsletter.  

19. Correspondence: A list of correspondence is attached.  

20. Items for the next meeting: 15-minute presentation on helping rural businesses 

by Eironwy Davies, Rural Swansea Action at 7.15pm. Discuss signing Swansea 
Council Charter (see correspondence).  

21. Next meeting: Tuesday 11 December 2012 Rhossili Village Hall 7.15pm.  
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Correspondence  

1) 2013 Review of Parliamentary Constituencies in Wales – revised proposals have 
been published, representations until 18 December 2012.  



2) Notice of meeting Community & Town Councils Forum 19 November 2012 CCS 
Council Chamber Swansea.  

3) Anonymous note ‘Joseph, we were lucky to find that stable at Rhossili with a 

fitted kitchen and en suite bathroom. Remind me to write to the Council to say 

thanks’  

4) Invitation from BBC Audience Council Wales to give feedback about the BBC at a 

session in Swansea on 15 November at Grand Theatre.  

5) Annual appeal for Llangollen International Music Eisteddfod.  

6) Email advising Penrice Harvest Festival 21 October and Christmas Carol Service 
23 December both at 4pm.  

7) OVW reminder for councils to complete the training survey.  

8) OVW reminder for councils to complete the Fair Trade survey.  

9) Forwarded note from CCS Countryside Connections with upcoming promotions 

and events, e.g. free wildlife-themed walks led by experts: explore the shore or rock 

pool safaris with local marine biologist Judith Oakely, or ‘birding for beginners’ with 

ex-RSPB warden Martin Humphreys.  

10) Vacancies on the Town Councils standards sub-committee.  

11) OVW request from Keep Wales Tidy for RCC to sign a voluntary pledge not to 

organise a balloon or Chinese lantern release event, as this is damaging to wildlife 
and the environment.  

12) Notification that One Voice Wales has recently secured funding from 

Environment Wales to investigate the role of community and town councils in 

climate change adaptation; survey will follow.  

13) South Wales Fire and Rescue Service Strategic Improvement Plan for 

2012/2013.  

14) The Ombudsman\'s Casebook - Issue 10.  

15) SLCC dates for the Regional Conferences for 2013.  

16) The Magazine for Llangennith Llanmadoc and Cheriton for November 2012.  

17) Community/Town Councils Forum sent copy of the Swansea Charter between 
CCS and Community Councils.  

18) Reminder to Community Councils from OVW to complete the Training Needs 
Survey by 19 November 2012.  

19) One Voice Wales autumn 2012 edition of The Voice.  

20) Play for Wales news Issue 38 Winter 2012, promoting children’s play and 
leisure.  



21) Request for donation to Victim Support.  

 


