
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10th May 2011 

  

1.      Attendance: Attendance: Steve Walmsley (SW) (Chair), Anne Morse-Jones 

(AMJ)  (Vice Chair), Steve Campbell Kelly (SCK), Roger Button (RB), Nicola Rees 

(NR), Selina Taylor (ST) (Clerk) 

2.      Apologies:  Sally Thomas (ST2)  

3.      Declaration of interests:  None 

4.      Minutes of the last meeting: Approved. 

5.      Matters arising:   

6.      National Trust: Peninsula newsletter.  SCK asked between meetings if 

a  representative from the National Trust could be available at the Council meeting 

and/ or AGM this year. He thought that with all the changes that have occurred with 

staff locally and economically within the main Trust group it would be of importance 

to the Community to know of these changes, the new faces, their plans locally and 

the changes that have occurred locally with regard to the farming tenants on the 

Vile, the commons and the change in commons management in particular the new 

proposed burning schedule for Rhossili Downs. ST sent invitation to Sian Musgrave 

to this meeting or AGM got following response “I\'m afraid I can\'t make either of 

the meetings this week.  However, I can let you know that we have appointed a new 

Ranger - Alan Kearsley-Evans, who started with us today.  His role is different to 

Sarah\'s but will be active amongst communities.  If you let me know further in 

advance of the next couple of meetings I will try to bring him along.  We do not 

have a Property Manager replacement as yet, so I cannot confirm any new plans - 

we are continuing to maintain our property as always, but the new PM will have 

other priorities to take forward.  (SCK arrived at the meeting).  I do not have any 

updates on burning on Rhossili Down, as plans have not been agreed by CCW who 

have to approve all the burning plans.  There are no changes to the management of 

the commons that I am aware of, as always we are talking to the commoners about 

grazing and burning.  With regard to the Vile, the \'new\' tenancies seem to be 

working well, and we have no plans to change anything.  We have just acquired a 

new field at auction last week.  I am aware that this may sound a bit vague, but we 

are keeping things going, at the Assistant Director of Operations request until the 

new PM comes in.  If you have any specific queries, please do let me know and I will 

do my best to answer them.”  She also sent us details about the Monster Run which 

took place last Sunday in Rhossili.   

AMJ said that she had a complaint from Gill Wales, saying that the 30mph sign 

coming from Middleton into Rhossili on the lhs is totally buried in the hedge.  ST to 

go with secateurs.  SCK to write to SM with a few questions that he would like to 

raise and will report back. 

7.      Footpaths:  Notice of creation of a public bridleway in replacement for a 

public footpath to appear in the paper.  SCK said that we have many walkers who 

wish to walk the alternative footpath 9 up the Downs which is signposted from 

Rhossili Gallery. Despite having maps there are many who are confused as to where 

to go from the end of our track as the footpath track diagonally across the field. 

There are two gates at the back of the Gallery but one is an unhinged one which is 

lashed to a post at each end. There is no stile at either gate and requires 

pedestrians to climb over one gate which cannot be deemed adequately safe. ST to 

write to SP.   

8.      Highways:  John Beynon asked ST to raise the issue of a certain bus driver 

frequently pulling in opposite the lane on the lhs of the road past Eastmoor to 

urinate.  ST to tell JB that contract is going to be changed, so come back to us if 

situation continues.  SCK said there are two potholes, one outside Crud yr Awel and 

a small one this side of Margam Corner on way to Rhossili.  Incident has occurred 

where resident has fallen into the hole and broken his arm in four places.  ST to 



write to Highways.  SCK has spoken to owner of Brook Cottage who is not receptive 

to the comments which have been made.  Roadside is eroded on the opposite side 

of the road to Brook Cottage.  Letter to Highways to ask to repair.  SCK said that a 

new fence has been erected outside The Causeway and now the road sign is on the 

other side of the fence. 

9.      Village Hall:  Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge.  Defibrillator  - SCK has 

information about the unit itself.  SCK has spoken to Mark James.  The defibrillator 

has to be kept above 5 degrees but the housing is thermostatically controlled.  Unit 

approx £1K, heated wall box £700, £150 electrical spur point and spare pads etc, 

high visibility jacket would be about £2K in total.  Several sources of match 

funding/grant applications.  MJ would give advice about funding.  Training, he would 

do as many courses as was necessary.  In theory, every villager should be 

trained.  Ideally, one designated person who could be on call from ambulance 

service is needed.  Course is approx 2 hours long.  SW to mention at the AGM.  ST 

mentioned the insurance side of things put people off last time this was 

suggested.  ST asked if RCC were going to go ahead with the proposal from the hall 

committee for a Strawberry Tea in aid of the Royal British Legion.  RCC agreed, the 

date will be arranged and SW will mention it at the AGM tomorrow. 

10.  Knelston School Playing Fields: No further information to report. 

11.  Bus Station Information Office: No further information to report.  First 

Cymru have got the new contract.  Buses will remain as they are for the next three 

months.   

12.  Noticeboards: SCK said that he has been looking at the notice boards and is 

concerned at the proliferation of commercial promotions and advertising.  It was 

agreed by the Council that the board is for non-commercial notices.  There is a large 

poster for the National Trust promoting 10% of the products in their shop, The Bay 

Bistro with job opportunities, an art exhibition at The King Arthur Pub and four 

promotions of events in Port Eynon.  ST said that that the King Arthur and Port 

Eynon notices were for charity,  The Bay Bistro was advertising a job, so RCC 

agreed that that could stay;  the NT notice will be removed.  SCK said that he felt 

that, apart from RCC\'s notices, all others should be no larger than A5. This should 

allow for more notices.”   ST to update notice in the boards to say that notices 

should be no larger than A5 size.   

13.  WA correspondence: Findings report from the Community and Town Councils 

Survey 2010. 

14.  One Voice Wales: Nothing to report. 

15.  Planning: 2011/0171 Gower Cottage has been APPROVED.  Many complaints 

about the fence that has been erected outside “The Causeway” (formerly Jolly 

Joes).  Planning have said that any fence over one metre high must seek planning 

within the conservation area.  ST to write to planning and ask them to check that it 

is a correct development, could you check that it falls within the planning 

regulations? 

16.  Finance: Expenses for clerk to archives still to be worked out.  One Voice 

Wales membership invoice £36 approved to be paid.  Precept payment notification 

28 passed to SCK.  Cheques issued to Darren, ST, insurance.  Current balance 

£1832.21 once cheques have been cashed and precept arrived.   SCK said if we 

allocate £500 for defibrillator do we use funds or raise precept next year?  SW said 

we take it from cash not reserves.  SCK to give speech at AGM. 

17.  Correspondence: Email from Mike Scott asking to gauge local support for the 

undergrounding of overhead power lines from the car park out towards the NT 

shop.  ST suggested that it was mentioned at the AGM.  She also told MS that a 

previous proposal about 10 years ago was to underground the cables throughout 

Rhossili conservation area.  He said that he was aware of that and would also 

support it.  MUGA synthetic surfacing.  SMP playgrounds.  Play for Wales newsletter 

and Agenda for children’s play in Wales – pass to JH.  Clerk and Councils Direct.  BG 

Energy Challenge posters to put in boards in June advising residents of what is 

taking place on Sat 9th July.  Community Health Council newsletter.  Community and 



Town Councils Forum 24th May 5pm.  Invitation to stakeholder workshop on future 

investment plans from Western Power.  Letter advertising the Midsummer Skinny 

Dip at Llangennith between 7-8am on 19th June, hoping to break a world record and 

looking for participants. www.midsummerskinnydip.co.uk  

18.  Items for the next meeting:  AMJ and ST send their apologies. 

19.  Next meeting: 14th June 2011 
 


