
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 14th September 2010 

  

1.      Attendance: Attendance: Steve Walmsley (SW) (Chair), Anne Morse-Jones 

(AMJ)  (Vice Chair), Steve Campbell Kelly (SCK), Sally Thomas (ST2), Nicola Rees 

(NR), James Beynon (JB), Selina Taylor (ST) (Clerk) 

2.      Apologies:  Roger Button (RB) 

3.      Declaration of interests:  2010/0955 JB, 2010/0598 ST2, JB 

4.      Minutes of the last meeting: Signed as correct. 

5.      Matters arising:  Richard Webborn from Swansea Command  replied to say:” 

Further to your e-mail below to the Service Water Manager Adrian Hughes regarding 

concerns from local residents about the water pressure not being sufficient for 

firefighting purposes at the fire in Gower Cottage, Pitton on the 3rd June 2010.  

Water supplies to most areas of not only Swansea and Gower, but also the UK in 

general have over a number of years been reduced to some degree by the water 

providers in terms of both pressure and flow. This is due to increased demand and 

to help reduce the loss of water through leaks and burst mains whilst the 

infrastructure is gradually being replaced. To counter this and to maintain an 

adequate supply of water for firefighting purposes forms a key aspect of Mid & West 

Wale Fire & Rescue Service’s strategy with delivery of our operational response. Like 

all other Fire & Rescue Services we have now adapted our response to deal with 

issues that may present themselves with securing adequate water supplies when 

they are required for firefighting purposes. 

It is worth noting that Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Service provides an 

emergency response to over 4,500 Square miles (two thirds of the land area of 

Wales), and many of the communities that we serve have limited supplies of 

firefighting water, therefore contingency arrangements are implemented as and 

when required”.  

6.      National Trust:  Email from Sarah Stevens re. points raised previously.: 

1. It is a shame that we don’t have an address to respond to the writer of the 

postcard. However, I have been considering for a while discussing with C&CS about 

the placing of a dog waste bin on Rhossili cliffs near the gate. I will contact C&CS 

and will let you know the outcome. 

2. Concern has been expressed about the amount of the bracken and thorns in the 

area between Mewslade and Fall Bay. Until recently, CCW leased South Gower Coast 

National Nature Reserve from the NT and managed the area. We now have the land 

back under our management and have an agreement with CCW to help achieve 

conservation objectives in the area. This includes the reduction of the bracken and 

gorse on the top of the cliffs to improve the limestone grassland and heathland. We 

have started work in progressing the plan and will be increasing the area covered to 

include between Fall Bay and Mewslade this autumn and winter. Unfortunately, 

earlier this year £1,000 worth of a contractor’s work of removing gorse to improve 

the heathland went up in smoke in an illegal fire. We hope that the conservation 

work we continue to do in the area does not go the same way. We want to be able 

to open the area up to increase available grazing for livestock and to encourage the 

commoners to turn stock out on the cliff top. The grazing will help to reduce the 

regrowth of any bracken and gorse that we clear mechanically and by hand. Dogs 

chasing livestock are a concern to the commoners and we need to address this issue 

also to encourage more grazing out on the cliffs than there currently is.  

3. The life buoy at Fall Bay rocks would have been the responsibility of C&CS, 

however I feel that they may not be interested in replacing it, but I will pass on your 

comment about the buoy to them. I am aware that there has been some vandalism 

where the boats are stored at Fall Bay rocks, unfortunately due to me having a 

sprained ankle, Gower show and a massive work load on others elsewhere, we have 

not been able to go there yet to clear away the litter. I am hoping that I will be fit 



enough to go there next week and attend to it. 

4. The spring on the gate going down to Rhossili Bay was only recently replaced, the 

previous one having broken some time ago and removed. I was not aware that the 

new spring wasn’t working, so will take a look at it next week. The gate is getting 

old now and will be replaced later this year, we may look at using another way for it 

to ‘self close’. Any spring fitted is not going to guarantee that the gate shuts 

properly every time. The best way to ensure that a gate shuts is for the user to 

ensure they shut it, unfortunately as yet I have not succeeded in finding a method 

to guarantee this! As for the rubbish I do collect this from time to time, but again, 

due to my ankle I have not been able to do this, but will next week. We had a group 

litter pick the beach last Wednesday and they may well have collected some of the 

rubbish on the way down to the beach.  

5. The NT on Gower works towards ‘managing’ Ragwort rather than eradication as it 

is a valuable source of nectar for many insects. However where there are horses 

grazing or hay being cut it is a priority to remove all the Ragwort, this includes sites 

such as Pitton Cross and Pilton Green. This year as well as the two sites already 

mentioned, we have also been removing Ragwort from Pennard cliffs, the Warren 

and very recently our ‘in hand’ fields in the Vile. Any Ragwort found on the cliffs in 

areas such as above Fall Bay we will monitor and look to include within our 

management if it becomes a priority and our resources allow us. This year has been 

a particularly bad / good (depending how you look at it) year for Ragwort, there has 

been too much for us to remove amongst all the other work we need to carry out. 

The changes to the management of the Vile has added to this and so our ‘in hand’ 

fields in the Vile have added to our workload. Next year we may have to spot spray 

Ragwort to reduce the amount of time it takes us to manage the plant in our priority 

areas. This will be with a herbicide that is safe to livestock, dogs, humans and can 

be used on organic land.    

  

7.      Footpaths:  Keenmoor Lane has been cleared but all the debris has been left 

at the side of the bridleway.  ST to write to SP.  FP 11 still impassable. 

8.      Highways:  After misunderstanding with the noticeboard, Stephen Miles has 

emailed to say that it will be moved to between the bench and the phone box.  No 

protection from the SW wind, any way of enclosing more to provide more protection 

as the openings are in the wrong place? Why not two openings on front as 

before.  ST to write. 

Email from Ryan Jones to say that they would charge over £2K for Pitton settlement 

signs, but after being challenged by Helen Griffiths, agreed to reinstate them free of 

charge.  New bus shelter has been instated in Rhossili.  NR was promised settlement 

sing in Pilton Green in 2006 and warning children signs at either end of 

common.  ST to remind highways. 

AMJ asked what we are going to do about the rubbish outside Brook Cottage.  JB 

said that he is going to move it on Thursday.  SCK said he had received complaints 

from members of the public who can’t pass safely in the car as the road is blocked 

and pedestrians have nearly been hit be debris falling from above.  Ian Brown said 

that Terrie was nearly hit by debris and the debris has been there for over three 

weeks.  Building work has been going on for over three years.  He said that the 

safety of the building has to be called into question and that the building inspector 

has been there recently.  The road is deteriorating on the opposite side. 

The hole opposite Rhosmor is getting deeper, hole has now sunk a further 3ft and 

goes at least 6ft wide.  ST to tell highways that it is getting bigger.  Road sweeper 

coming round before rubbish collected so not sweeping properly with a clear 

route.  ST to mention to Highways. 

Aggregate has been delivered to The Green and has been approved by Thomas 

Methuen Campbell as suitable.   SCK has asked for more to be delivered to finish 



the job.  In December last year he inquired about the grit bins and was told that the 

roads are gritted so bins will not be provided. 

9.      Village Hall:  14th August a dormobile was in the car park, with the door of 

the bunkhouse left open so that the residents could use the RVH facilities. SW said 

he didn’t know what they could do. AMJ asked if Whist was starting again.  SW said 

didn’t know.  

Car park- OVW deferred this to their legal dept.  Reply: “The issue in this matter is 

the transfer of a piece of land used as a car park to the village hall charity for an 

undervaluation.  

The Treasurer has correctly identified the issues in his email referred to above.  A 

Community Council must only dispose of land for best value unless they get the 

consent of the National Assembly of Wales.   However, the National Assembly has 

given a general consent subject to three conditions.  These conditions are: 

1.         that the transfer is deemed to be for the improvement of the economic; 

social or environmental well being of the community; 

2.         that the difference in value between best price and actual price is less than 

£2,000,000; and 

3.         that the Community Council notify the external auditor within 28 days of the 

making of the decision. 

 Clearly condition 2 is met. 

As I understand the matter, the decision to transfer has not yet been made so 

condition 3 can be met once the decision is made. 

On the information that I have it seems that it would seem reasonable to decide 

that the transfer was for both the economic and social well being of the 

community.   However, that is a question that only the Community Council can 

actually make a decision upon. 

Therefore provided the Community Council can reasonably conclude that the 

transfer was for of the economic and/or social well being of the area, the transfer 

will be valid within the terms of the general consent.” 

SW asked if we still wanted to go ahead with the car park, with the village hall 

paying the nominal costs which would amount to the legal fees.  SCK said it could 

also be held in trust, but RCC preferred the VH to have the legal ownership.  RCC 

voted unanimously in favour of going ahead, with VH to pay all fees. 

10.  Public buses: ST sent the latest bus complaints to John Hague who emailed to 

say “Officers have met with senior staff from Veolia about the poor service and as a 

result of the further concerns raised by your Community Council, I have written 

again to Veolia Transport Cymru and have requested that these are also 

investigated.  I will therefore write to you again when a response is received. Please 

contact Mr Barrie Gilbert of my Transport Team (tel: 636330 : 

barrie.gilbert@swansea.go.uk)  if you wish to discuss this matter further. 

11.  Vanguard Bus Staion: Gordon Howe phoned ST to say that someone had put 

a "Private Property" sign up on the site of the old Vanguard Bus Station. “11 years 

ago we went through the motions of attempting to find the owners and it wasn\'t 

registered then. We placed a notice on the posts stating that the RCC was going to 

tidy up the area and plant a mixed hedge and would the original owners come 

forward. None did. Dudley Thomas and myself raked and seeded the patch and then 

planted the hedge in about 1999. I then kept the grass cut with me doing the work 

with my mower for a period.  We then got the CCS to cut it as part of their work on 

the Green.  If anyone has a secondary claim it must be the RCC because it isolated 

and maintained it as well as fencing it by replacing the original concrete posts. 

Should RCC not contact The Hardings and advise them of the history? 

I hope that this is of assistance and I am talking about the Vanguard plot to the 

North of the footpath.  John Beynon, Dudley Thomas and myself were involved in 

the late 1990s and I am certain would state as I have done above.  Also the RCC 

minutes of course should give some dates and info”. 

Details of owner claiming the old Vanguard bus plot:  C & FM Harding Ltd, 226 

Cowbridge Road East, Cardiff, South Glamorgan, CF5 1GY.  02920 226031 



AMJ said that Ada Thomas from Broadpark gave the land to the Hardings in 1966. 

12.  Pet thefts: The Kirks at Pitton Mill have reported thefts of poultry from their 

garden to the police and urge everyone to be vigilant. 

13.  Notice boards: ST to get quote for new noticeboard for Pitton and re-coating 

of the newer ones from Darren. 

14.  WA correspondence: nothing to report 

15.  One Voice Wales:  Cardiff Council\'s Standards and Ethics Committee is 

hosting the Standards Conference Wales 2010, on Thursday 14th October 2010 at 

Cardiff City Hall.  Search Begins for Welsh Green Heroes 2010 - Deadline for 

nominations 17th Sept. Nominations needed for community and town 

councillors!  New chief exec is Lyn Cadwallader.  Copies of “The Voice” newsletter. 

16.  Planning: 2010/0955 Plot 2 adjacent to Middleton Hall, Middleton- 

Retention and completion of house and garage (amendment to plot 2 of planning 

permission 2009/0581 granted on 26th June 2009) – RCC no comments 

2010/1203 Meadow View Farm, Pitton Cross - Retention of caravan and 

storage container – RCC to reiterate comments in the letter sent to the appeal. 

2010/1216 Oriel Gwyr, Rhossili - Retention of detached dwelling without 

compliance with conditions 2,4,5,6,7,8 and 9 of planning permission 2004/0596 

granted 11th February 2005 – RCC no comments 

2010/0598 Ship Farm, Middleton - Conversion and extension of existing barn to 

residential accommodation -  

2010/1222 Ivy Cottage, Rhossili- Change of use of part of ground floor from 

residential (Class C3) to retail (Class A1), alterations to window and external 

alterations to provide disabled access.  RCC – some concerns about the wheelchair 

access onto the road. 

2010/0725 Lower Pitton Farm has been recommended for approval. 

2010/0820 Highcliffe has been APPROVED. 

17.  Finance:  Precept remittance passed to SCK.  Also cheque from Pitton Cross 

Campsite for £110 for 440 footpath maps.  Balance £973.76 plus precept £720 (2nd 

payment of 3). 

18.  Correspondence:  Community Learning from Bishopston Comp.  Rural 

development news issue 6.  Clerk and Councils Direct.  No need for nuclear.  Ink 

cartridges for sale.  Lavernock Point to St Ann’s Head Shoreline Management Plan 

Public Consultation.   

19.  Items for the next meeting:  Trees on the Village Green. 

20.  Next meeting: 12th October 2010  
 


