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Rhossili Community Council 

Minutes of The Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday, 10th May 2017 

 

Councillors in Attendance:  Steve Campbell-Kelly (SC-K), Steve Walmsley (SW), Ian Button (IB), Sally Thomas (ST) 
and Tom Higgs (TH). 

Apologies:   Councillors Nicola Rees (NR) and Jeff Higgins (JH) 

     

Residents: Sarah Walmsley, Anne Morse-Jones, Rev. Gill Evans,  John Furneaux, Jo Higgins, Marian 
Potts, Vicki James, and Tracey Button,  

Apologies:   June Thomas and Barry Swinnerton 

Meeting commenced 7.29pm with 2016 Chair, Steve Campbell-Kelly, welcoming everyone. Clerk then chaired meeting 

Minutes of 2016 AGM: Minutes approved at RCC Meeting 14/06/2016 and confirmed at this meeting. 

Matters arising: None 

Election to posts: Clerk took proceedings. Chair:  SC-K nominated by SW, seconded by IB. There were no further 
nominations and appointment; unanimously approved by Councillors  

Vice Chair : IB nominated by SC-K, seconded SW. There were no further nominations and appointment; unanimously 
approved by Councillors. 

Treasurer : SW nominated by IB seconded by ST and approved by meeting; unanimously approved by Councillors. 

Chair’s Report 2016 - 2017 

Once again Rhossili Community Council has attended to many issues affecting the community this last year. 

Planning Applications 

Planning applications have been fewer even than reported at the last AGM and have been relatively small scale, with the exception 
of the National Trust Car Park. 

The development at Kitchen Corner has stopped and the decking removed. However, there was an application to restore the 
decking, sent with a supporting photograph from a period of time ago. 

SC-K reported that the application for The Worms Head Hotel had finally gained approval, after several changes and amendments 
over the three years since submission. 

Footpaths and Rights of Way   

Despite tight financial constraints, Swansea rights of way team continue to give close attention to our community’s footpaths and 
Rights of Way; footpath issues receive prompt attention. Highways and Welsh Water appear , for now, to have resolved the issue of 
the sink holes and drainage issue in Middleton/School Lane. 

Newsletter     

The annual village round-up 2016 Newsletter was delivered on time to every household in the Community; once again it was 
favourably received. A commemorative mug was distributed to the young folk in the village, to mark the occasion of the 90th 
Birthday of Her Majesty, The Queen and the 60th Anniversary of Gower as the UK’s first Area Of Outstanding Beauty. SC-K noted that 
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there were 44  under 18s in 2012 for HM The Queen’s Jubilee, but only 23 mugs were needed this time. SC-K also noted that the 
number of 2nd or holiday homes continues to rise rather than adding to the permanent residencies. 

Sunday Bus Service    

Rhossili Community Council has actively supported BayTrans in its efforts to continue to provide a Sunday Bus Service to Rhossili. A 
grant of £500 was awarded by RCC to maintain the service for the next three years. BayTrans’ own research suggests that this bus 
service is responsible for adding some £150,000 to Gower’s economy. Its importance could be seen at the beginning of the year, as 
it was not able to operate in time for Easter, and visitor numbers were much reduced on a Sunday. From 2017 for the next three 
years, it is funded to begin on Easter Sunday and run to the end of September. 

National Trust  

The relationship between the National Trust and RCC has continued through the year and Council have had several interesting 
briefings from our Rhossili Ranger, Kathryn Thomas and from a Gower Ranger, Mark Hipkin, giving us details of events in our area as 
well as progress reports on the projects operating in our area. An area of concern involved the development and refurbishment of 
the Car Park, but, despite some teething problems regarding temporary parking arrangements in the early stages, the construction 
work seems to be on target and efforts have been made to work around the need to keep some of the Car Park open, particularly 
over holiday times. SC-K commented that the contractors have been making good use of some welcome sunshine and despite 
having to work under certain constraints, he believes they are doing a good job and working to the proposal. There are extensive 
plans for the NT-owned fields on The Vile, and Alan Kearsley-Evans gave a presentation in May about it; he is also prepared to give 
an evening presentation on the subject, if there is sufficient interest from villagers who were unable to attend the first one. SC-K 
said that there was also more information on the local NT web-site. 

Gower Landscape Partnership Project  

The Council has commended the workmanship displayed on the completion of wall repairs around The Vile, especially the stretch 
running from Ship Farm to The Gallery. SC-K reported that the wall down the middle of Mew Slade is progressing slowly and will 
look most impressive when it is finished. 

SC-K concluded his Chair’s Report by thanking all the other Councillors who have sat with him and supported him at RCC Meetings 
and is gratified that they have chosen him to serve as Chair for another year. He reported that there were only 7 nominations for 
the Community Council earlier in May, so these 7 were duly appointed to serve without there being an election. The Clerk’s work 
was also acknowledged with thanks from SC-K. 

Financial Report:  

As the Council’s Responsible Finance Officer, SW gave details of the year’s Precept, Budget and financial position by a Powerpoint 
presentation.  SW said that RCC’s Annual Finance Statement will be available for public scrutiny at The Gallery from 30th June. The 
annual Precept was raised by 10%, to £3630, with an opening balance of £3704.17. There has been expenditure of £3790.39 leaving 
an end-of-year balance of £3426.28.The Finance Officer then went through all income and expenditure, showing how there were 
variations between years and then explained the reasons for the variations, highlighted in yellow on the presentation. In talking 
about RCC’s Asset Register, SW informed the meeting that they were all showing various signs of acute disrepair and the cost of 
replacing all three noticeboards was prohibitive. He referred to the decision at the previous Council Meeting on 9th May, to reduce 
the number of noticeboards to one, to be placed on the wall of The Village Hall, when the other NBs become unusable. 

SCK asked for questions from the floor, or comments. There was none, and the Chair thanked all Council Members for their 
diligence and all residents attending for their support over the last year. 

It was noted that there was a very low attendance to the AGM this year, when only one person in the Hall had no affiliation to either 
the Community Council or The Village Hall Committee. It was agreed that there would be a joint approach with VH to make a 
concerted effort to get more people to attend in future. 

Meeting closed at 8.02pm. 

 

Jo Scott 

Clerk 

rhossilicc@gmail.com                                                           www.rhossilicc.org.uk  


