
Web site: www.rhossilicc.org      Email: rhossilicc@gmail.com 

MINUTES 12th December, 2017 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), 
Jeff Higgins (JH), Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

Meeting commenced at 7.21pm 

1. Attendance: Council: SC-K, IB, TH, NR and SW      
2. Residents:  
3. Apologies: JH and ST 
4. Declaration of Interests: SC-K and SW (Item 9) 
5. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes approved. Proposed by IB, seconded by SW and 

signed by Chair. 
 
6. Matters arising: Taken as arising in Agenda Items 
 
7. Chairman’s Items:  

a. National Trust: IB reported that Motorhomes had been seen stopping overnight in 
the National Trust Car Park. He asked if RCC could have clarification on the official 
position, as Richard Williams, Commercial Manager of NT Gower, had said that they 
had number-plate recognition facility and would contact the owners of camping 
vehicles. Clerk to write to Paul Boland, with a copy sent to Richard Williams to ask 
for definitive clarification. Clerk reported receipt of email from Paul Boland about 
replacement of Defibrillator outside NT Shop – it had been ordered and should be in 
position soon. 

b. Newsletter: Many favourable comments had been received about this year’s 
Newsletter. NR said she thought it was the “best yet.” 

c. Harepits: SC-K reported what he knew about the abortive efforts by the new owners 
of Harepits, to convene a meeting with interested villagers to talk about their 
proposals to demolish the present building; only 2 people turned up at the meeting. 
Council agreed that it was unfortunate that proper procedure had not been 
followed, by contacting the Clerk or a Councillor so that details of the proposed 
meeting could be shared around the village. SW will continue to make enquiries for 
January’s meeting, if any more information becomes available, and he will report 
back. 

 
8. Planning Applications: 2017/2214 Use of field to support horticultural and wildlife 

activities for Fostered Children. The meeting welcomed Mr Frederico Podeschi, one of 
the applicants, to the meeting. He went on to explain the reason behind the venture and 
the proposal to use Perma-culture methods of cultivation. It would be in use all year and 
the proposal had been drawn up in consultation with various local organisations, such as 
the Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Trust as they knew there were Crested Newts 
in ponds nearby and they had plans to install three ponds in the field to also encourage 
bats. Mr Podeschi was very enthusiastic and answered the many questions from 
Councillors. When he had finished the presentation, discussions continued, especially 
about the safety aspects of the field entrance onto the road, where there is National 
Speed limit of 60mph. Concern was also expressed about why there was a need for 16 
hard-standing car park spaces. A suggestion was made that if the 30mph limit was 



increased to the corner at the top of Pitton Hill, this may mitigate the safety concerns 
expressed. 

2017/2688 NT Catering Van: Noted that this application had been resolved in record 
time, having been granted on 4th December from a validation on 10th October. It is 
proposed to site a Citroen H long wheel-base chassis van, some 5.5 m long with a roof 
3m high, behind the National Trust properties, selling ice-creams, sandwiches, hot and 
cold beverages, cakes and soups. The colour of the van has to be acceptable as a 
condition of the temporary permission. 

2017/2359 Shearwater: Side extension etc. Councillors used computers to view plans. 
SC-K and SW recused themselves and did not take part in the discussion. IB, as acting 
Chair for the item asked for comments. Generally, the conclusion was well-disposed 
towards much of the proposal. However, concern was raised that the side single-storey 
extension does not add to the overall design, being a “box-like” structure tacked onto 
the end of the house and as such, not considered to be in keeping with the style and 
design of neighbouring properties. Clerk to make comment on application. 

  
9. Footpaths: At the November meeting, the footpath in Mew Slade was reported to be in 

poor condition after the Endurance Life event. IB queried which path it was referring to. 
Clerk provided clarification that it was the path from the bottom of Mew Slade at 
Richards’ Rock up the steep hill towards Rhossili. No other problems or comments 
raised. 

 
10. Highways: Nothing to report. 
 
11. Village Hall: The Village Carol singing event was well-supported and went well. SW said 

that the VH and The Bunkhouse would be closed during January for the annual 
maintenance and re-decorating programme. 

 
12. Finance: Noticeboards are still an issue. SW proposed that Tom Banfield be asked to 

restore NB on Village Hall or replace it within a budget of £800. TH to approach Mr 
Banfield.Proposed SW, seconded SC-K. Approved unanimously. SW reported he had 
received and Invoice for £142.00 from Selina Taylor for hosting RCC web-site SW 
proposed payment, seconded SC-K. Approved unanimously. Clerk presented request for 
reimbursement of money paid for printing ink. Agreed to pay the sum of £91.98. SC-K 
proposed 3rd quarter payment of Clerk’s salary, JH seconded. Approved unanimously. 
SW will continue to make enquiries about the cost of installing a wide-screen monitor 
into the meeting room. All councillors asked to investigate the cost and supply of new 
noticeboard for Rhossili Village bus-stop turning circle. January’s meeting to carry out an 
Internal Financial Review, with a view to setting a preliminary budget and to identify 
spending priorities and use of reserves, if any. 

 
13. Correspondence: emails distributed to Councillors. 
 
14. Meeting closed at 21.35 (9.35pm) 

Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 9th January, 2018 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village 
Hall. 


