
MINUTES 12th September, 2017 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), 
Jeff Higgins (JH), Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

Meeting commenced at 7.23pm 

1. Attendance: Council: SC-K, JH, TH and ST.      
2. Residents: June Thomas.   National Trust: Alan Kearsley-Evans 
3. Apologies: IB, NR and SW 
4. Declaration of Interests: None notified. 
5. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes approved. Proposed by ST, seconded by JH and 

signed by Chair. 
6. Matters arising: Taken as arising in Agenda Items 
 
7. National Trust:   

The Meeting began with SC-K welcoming AK-E to the meeting and asked if he would prefer 
to give a report or respond to questions. He said that it would be best if Councillors raised 
things they wanted to know and he would do his best to answer. SC-K asked about the up-
date on the replacement defibrillator outside the NT Shop. AK-E responded that it was in 
hand, but not through Cariad, (Refer previous Minutes in 2015 and ‘16) as NT had an 
alternative supplier. AK-E informed the meeting that he was aware that Cariad had been 
successful in their application for a grant towards providing defibrillators in a variety of 
places throughout Gower. AK-E was asked about the use of “dirt bikes” on NT land, as there 
had been an occasion in the summer when several machines were used on Rhossili Down. 
AK-E said NT would appreciate being informed if there were any more incursions, but 
realistically there was not much that could be done, although SW Police had been informed. 
SC-K asked about the brightness of blue lights on the new ticket machines but AK-E said that 
the same machines, and lights, were present at all NT parking properties. AK-E told the 
Meeting that the Endurance Race organisers had been contacted and a new contract given; 
the races will take place on 11th November, with the starting area placed in the over-flow car 
park. He also commented on a matter that arose in the Minutes for July; the Trust could 
not inform Council of use of cliffs by Sky TV for their recent recording as there was an 
embargo in place. Clerk asked if the Trust, in similar circumstances, might be able to tell RCC 
that “something was going to happen”, without revealing details. Next, AK-E gave an up-
date on the two projects that have affected the community: he said contractors for the Car 
Park have a year to correct any faults that appear, or have appeared, since opening. He 
illustrated this by telling the meeting that the dust surface applied in certain parts of the car 
park would not be replaced, as it had been subject to some surface water erosion and some 
had blown away completely. An examination by NT with the contractors concluded that the 
base layer was considered sufficient to support any traffic. SC-K asked if AK-E would write 
some articles about the two projects for the RCC Newsletter and AK-E said he could amend a 
report he had written for the NT to make it appropriate for publishing. SC-K thanked him. 
Olive Hopker had written to RCC to complain about the amount of soil and earth moving 
through the village, and the method used to transport it, and had asked that the matter be 
brought up at the RCC meeting. This was done. SC-K said that NT had contacted contractors 
and AK-E said that John Alexander had been awarded a contract to make good damage that 
had been done to Vile Lane, past three residential properties and a holiday let. 



AK-E asked for clarification on the role of NT at CC meetings, as he wasn’t sure that all the 
questions he and other NT representatives received were from individuals or on behalf of 
RCC. SC-K said that he always made it clear that his emails were signed off by him in his 
position as Chair of RCC when the subject involved items from meetings or residents, but if 
he needed clarity on something as a resident, he would leave out any reference to RCC. (See 
item below for further clarification.) There was a wide-ranging discussion concerning future 
relationships between NT personnel and RCC and AK-E stated his position if contact was to 
be maintained; in reply, Councillors voiced the importance of continuing the special position 
of having a Trust representative at the meeting, and AK-E confirmed that no other Council in 
Wales is in this position. An amicable conclusion was arrived at, with an understanding that 
future meetings would receive reports on activities in RCC’s area. AK-E said that it probably 
wouldn’t be him representing NT at the next meeting, but the new Rhossili Ranger, Dominic. 

AK-E concluded his participation in the meeting with an up-date on progress on The Vile. He 
was pleased to report that all the banks in the fields that were intended to be restored this 
year had been completed and although they may not be constructed of the original 
materials, hedges, banks, walls etc., the use of ground penetrating radar and geo-phys. 
made sure they were all in the correct position, with fields the right size as on the pre-WW2 
map. He explained that this date was chosen as the field system boundaries, unchanged for 
centuries, had undergone several fundamental changes after this, due mostly to an increase 
in the use of machinery. He was hopeful that more work would be done next year and Broad 
Park Field will be the next area to be worked on. It is the intention to use a wild grass 
meadow (flower rich) mix in the outer fields, with arable crops further in. John Alexander 
has the contract to install new gates and fences, where appropriate, as there are going to be 
new permissive paths for members of the public to visit and watch developments. AK-E was 
asked about the return of some of the spoil removed by the Car Park and allayed fears that it 
was contaminated from oil etc. However, he said it would be an inappropriate material to be 
used in making trackways and paths, as rain would turn it quickly into a quagmire. 

AK-E then left the meeting, having been thanked by Council. 

8. Chairman’s Items: Referring to the previous item, SC-K asked all Councillors to express 
views on what had been said, especially about AK-Es expressed concerns about the 
manner in which some issues had been raised. All Councillors present agreed that valid 
points had been raised, but since the contentious issues were no longer concerning 
residents, and AK-E appeared happy with the resolution at the end of the meeting, there 
was no more to be said. SC-K said that when items are raised by residents and/or by 
RCC, it should always be made clear whether it concerns RCC or an individual person; 
communications on behalf of RCC should be from the RCC email address, via the Clerk. 

 
a. Emergency Services and Ambulance cover: Clerk gave a brief outline of a recent 

incident in the village, whereby a person who had dislocated her knee on the path 
down to the Old Lookout, had had to wait for over three hours for an ambulance to 
come, in severe pain. Apparently, because it wasn’t a life-threatening condition, no 
ambulance was assigned. The incident was concluded by the Coastguard helicopter 
taking the casualty to Morriston. Co-incidentally, a flyer had been received by the 
Clerk, asking for help to raise the £50,000 needed to replace the Co-responder 
vehicle in Reynoldston. The Landrover vehicle presently in use is some 19 years old, 
and there is a wish to up-grade to a better-equipped vehicle. However, it was noted 
that the Response Team from Reynoldston attended the previously mentioned 
casualty, but couldn’t assist as their training as para-medics doesn’t include using 
pain-killer medication, so were not able to help. After some discussion, it was 



generally agreed that RCC would support such a venture, but only if there were 
retained paramedics that would use it in emergencies, similar to retained firefighters 
who are fully trained to use the main appliance, but live in the area. Unless similar 
provision is made, the much vaunted “Golden hour”, when medical intervention is 
most successful, is not a reality for any of the residents of Rhossili, or even western 
Gower. This will be discussed at October’s meeting, due to its serious nature. AM ( 
Rebecca Evans) and MP ( Tonia Antoniazzi) to be invited to “Last Friday of the 
Month” social gathering in Worms Head Hotel, if possible for September. 

b. RCC Newsletter: SC-K asked for contributions for this year’s Christmas Newsletter 
and for residents to be asked to submit articles, photographs and poems by the end 
of October and definitely by the middle of November. 

c. Data Protection Legislation: Clerk alerted Councillors to the proposed changes 
coming into effect next year and asked all of them to read the email forwarded to 
them, ready for October’s meeting. 

 
9. Planning Applications: None current in our area 

  
10. Footpaths: The footpath joining “Six Gates” with Vile Lane continuing to be in a 

dangerous condition because of the constant erosion of the base. Clerk confirmed that it 
had been reported to RoW before, but will contact Steve Parry again, asking for it to be 
up-graded as soon as possible as the risk of serious injury is high. 
 

11. Highways: Several negative comments received about new painted road markings at the 
junction of the main road with the Entrance/Exit of Car Park. Clerk to write to Highways, 
asking for clarification of reasons. 
TH and JH raised a question about the growth of plants and trees on the sides of the 
road. Although road-sweeper had been used, it brushed over trees without damaging 
them. Councillors wondered whether CCS had carried out a risk assessment for 
pedestrians having to walk in the roadway because of trees and plants. Clerk to write to 
Highways. Council resolved to investigate whether it was possible to employ a person to 
periodically clear the verges and, possibly, mow The Green. TH said that he had the 
requisite certification to spray weeds etc. 
A developing pothole was reported on Pitton Hill. Clerk to inform Highways and also to 
ask them to circulate a reminder to landowners with property adjacent to the roads that 
the hedges should be kept trimmed, as it has been reported that vehicles are moving to 
the middle of the road to avoid over-hanging branches. Some residents have also 
reported that the verges appear to be sinking below the normal level of the metalled 
surface, giving another reason why vehicles are being driven in the middle of the road. 

 
12. Village Hall: Lettings are going well, and activities well supported. 
 
13. Finance: Finance Officer did not attend so no report was available.  
 
14. Correspondence: Clerk informed Councillors of a complaint about the smell emanating 

from “industrial farming”, due to the use of Poultry waste as fertiliser. The complaint 
was noted and recorded. 

 
15. Meeting closed at 21.15 (9.15pm) 

 
Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 10th October,  2017 at 7.15pm in ante-room at 
back of Village Hall. 


