
 

 

MINUTES 11th October, 2016 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

 
1. Attendance: SC-K, IB, JH, NR and SW  
2. Residents: Anne Morse-Jones and June Thomas. 

 
Meeting commenced at 7.18pm 
 

3. Apologies: ST and TH 
4. Declaration of Interests:  
5. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes approved and signed by Chair. 
6. Matters arising: Taken under Agenda Items. 

 
7. National Trust: RCC welcomed Mark Hipkin of The National Trust’s local team and he introduced 

himself. By training and qualification, Mark is a Civil Engineer, with most of his working life being spent 
in and around London. His interest in wild-life, particularly birds, led him to a change in career path 
and he became a consultant for ecological projects. He was particularly involved in preparing Impact 
Assessments for new developments such as Wind Farms, recording details of species present in 
development areas before work was given permission, indicating what was going to be lost and what 
should be done to preserve habitats etc. His work for NT is an extension of his wish to improve areas 
for the benefit of wild-life and people, but he feels that his mission is more personal than “just a job”. 
MH outlined some future events that may cause some disruption in the village: Endurance Life, on 
November 12th. The NT Rhossili Ranger, Kathryn, will be participating in one of the events, and then 
she and Mark will be visiting all the routes after the Race to look at the effects. They will report back to 
a future RCC Meeting with their findings and suggestions for any changes deemed necessary. As the 
local Ranger, Kathryn will liaise with the Rhossili community for any future races and events. She is also 
the community link between the NT Shop and the NT Conservation Team. MH intends to carry out a 
series of guided walks across The Vile, with a target audience to observe the changes in species and 
developing habitat provision by NT conservation work on The Vile over successive years. It is hoped 
that these walks will be on the 2nd Wednesday of each month. MH said the NT was hoping to create 
more Rights of Way from their Car Park through The Vile. SC-K thanked Mark for his detailed report 
and asked that the standing invitation to NT Ranger, Kathryn Thomas, be passed on. RCC as a Council is 
aware that no other Council in Wales has a regular attendance of NT personnel, and appreciate the 
relationship that is beginning to grow back. 

8. Chairman’s Items: 
1. Commemorative Gift: SC-K had the images from the printers today, so has been unable to carry 

out any of the suggested changes and amendments to the design. SC-K will now carry out some 
modifications and send the proposal to councillors by email for approval. The mugs should be 
ready for delivery with Christmas Newsletter. 
 

2. Defibrillators: SC-K and SW will sort out application for funding assistance. 
 

3. Newsletter: SC-K reported that he had an article for inclusion from John Beynon but nothing else 
as yet. SC-K to gather items for publication and various suggestions were made for possible 
contributors to be approached. SC-K is looking for items about the future and not just a report on 
things from the past year. 



 

 

 
4.   Community Planning: Clerk distributed copies of another area’s initial questionnaire to their 
community, prior to developing a Community Plan. Although not totally relevant to our area, there 
were issues covered in the questionnaire that were similar. After discussion, it was suggested by IB 
that The Gower Forum may be the place to present the idea of a Gower-wide Community Plan and 
Helen Grey should be contacted to say that while RCC supports the idea of a Community Plan, but 
would suggest it would have more relevance and power if it was pan-Gower and not individual 
Councils. 
 

9. Planning Applications: None in our area. 
 

10. Footpaths: Nothing of note to Report. 
 

11. Highways: Clerk reported that there was no progress or reports from CCS Highways about The Hole in 
Middleton/School Lane. 
 

12. Village Hall: Harvest Supper was well-supported and all week-ends use of The Bunk-house are booked. 
There are plans for the usual shut-down for maintenance in January and the sum of £20,000 is 
proposed to be handed over to the Village Hall so that work on repairing and replacing the roof can be 
carried out. The roof on the Ante room may cause difficulties as it is constructed of Asbestos sheeting, 
and specialist, licensed contractors have to be used. 
 

13. Finance: Finance report distributed to Councillors. SW gave feed-back from Auditors and their report 
was read; recommendations were noted and will be acted upon at appropriate times in the form of a 
Finance Plan, although one recommendation is not actually applicable to RCC’s circumstances. SW 
pointed this out to Auditors. The Notice of Audit and supporting documents will be placed in The 
Gallery at The Green for residents to peruse at their leisure. Clerk’s expenses of printing ink examined 
and approved. A cheque for £109.97 was written and signed. Invoices from AW Graphics (£30.00) and 
One Voice Wales (£41.00) were approved for payment. 
 

14. Correspondence: email correspondence forwarded to all Councillors.  
 

15. Meeting closed at 8.47pm 
 

16. Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 8th November, 2016 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall. 

 

Villagers: Please don’t forget items for inclusion in this year’s Christmas Newsletter.  

 

Extracts, Reports, Poems, Pictures, Stories etc. should be sent to Clerk (Jo Scott)  

or  

Chair(Steve Campbell-Kelly) as soon as possible, please. 

 

Web site: www.rhossilicc.org         Email: rhossilicc@gmail.com 


