
 

 

MINUTES 12th April, 2016 
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Council: Chair - Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Vice-Chair - Ian Button (IB), Tom Higgs (TH), Jeff Higgins (JH), 

  Nicola Rees (NR), Sally Thomas (ST) and Steve Walmsley (SW) 

1. Attendance:  SC-K, SW , IB, JH, NR and ST Meeting began at 7.15pm 
Residents:  Anne Morse-Jones 
National Trust:  No representative attended 

2. Apologies:   TH  
3. Declaration of Interests: None 
4. Minutes of last Meeting:  Minutes for 08/03/2016 Approved and signed;  
5. Matters arising:   

(i)There may be some confusion in interpreting previous Minutes. Clerk asked to make it clear that commemorative 
medallions are for HM The Queen’s 90th birthday, not the anniversary of the AONB. 

(ii) Sunday Bus Service: SC-K reported that funding is in place for this year only. The service will begin on Sunday, 29th May 
and run until 25th September. SC-K commented that it was disappointing that it was too late in the year, but found out that 
the start date was compromised by procurement regulations - 56 days for the process of tendering and awarding contracts 
to be completed. SC-K reported that the next round of funding will be for 3 years, and will hopefully run from Easter to the 
end of October. 

(iii) NT has appointed the Rhossili Ranger. Her name is Kathryn Thomas, and she has worked for NT Gower for a long time. 
Councillors agreed to invite her to future meetings of RCC as well as AK-E when appropriate. 

6. National Trust: No representative attended.  
 

7. Chairman’s Items: 
Local Government Ethical Framework: Councillors discussed the requirements of this new Code of Conduct for Local 
Councils, including Community Councils. SW proposed it be adopted. IB seconded. Agreed unanimously. 
 
Annual General Meeting 2016: SC-K proposed to hold this year’s Meeting on Wednesday, May 11th at 7.15pm, with Village 
Hall AGM following after. Positions of Chair, vice-chair, and Finance Officer of RCC will be elected at this meeting, with all 
Councillors remaining in office until 2017. Approved unanimously. 
 
Coastguard: RCC has been made aware of a meeting between representatives of The National Trust and the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency (MCA) regarding the acquisition of the Rhossili Coastguard building by The NT. There was a brief 
discussion but nothing was known or resolved. 
 
Gower Landscape Project: Councillors voted unanimously to put on record their appreciation of the work done in repairing 
and repointing     the wall along the main road from Ship Farm; Gwyn and Andy are to be commended for an amazing job. It 
was noted that the wall on the outside of St Mary’s Car Park is also being repaired and pointed, in an effort to keep coping 
stones in place after being knocked off by people climbing over the top of the dry wall. 
 

Village Memorial: SC-K spoke about the lack of a memorial to people of the village who died in WW1. There is a tablet to 
someone inside the Church and he noticed one other gravestone had the words, “Killed in Action” engraved on it. He posed 
the question, “Were there others in our area killed in action?” There was a lively discussion and it was decided that 
Councillors would think about a proposal to site a memorial outside the Church ( with the relevant permission of the land-
owner) and speak at the next meeting in May. It is hoped that Villagers will read these Minutes and also then contribute to 
the discussion. 

 
Web site: A complaint had been received that the web-site did not show recent Minutes from RCC Meetings. SW to check 
what had been sent to him, and any missing sets to be forwarded to him by Clerk. 
 
  



 

 

8. Planning Applications:  None submitted this month for our area 
9. Correspondence: All relevant items distributed via e-mail. 

 
10. Footpaths: Stile in N corner of Sheepen Park field at top of iron ladder needs urgent repair. Clerk to contact RoW team. 

Council noted that the path at the back of the Church had been weeded and gravel put down. 
 

11. Highways: Clerk said that she had contacted highways Dept after it was reported that a road sign, warning of the approach 
to Middleton/School Lane had been blown over; also reported a hole, of unknown origin, had appeared in the main road 
beside an electric service pole. Swansea responded straight away, and the sign has been replaced, but at the wrong site. 
Clerk to alert Highways Dept. 

12. Village Hall: SC-K asked if it was thought appropriate for Rhossili Village celebration of AONB 60th to be attached to the 
Annual BBQ on 3rd September. Representatives from Village Hall agreed, and all present voted in favour. 
 

13. Finance :  Balance £3704.17.  £10.00 was received from St Mary’s for sales of the Footpath Map. SW reported that the 
cheque to pay for Newsletter had not been presented but he had one for £60 from the Village Hall for hire of the Meeting 
Room for Council Meetings. NCI responded to query about non-payment for inclusion on Footpath Map due to 
unhappiness with the standard of the map. SW proposed that NCI should not participate in Map Sales in future. Agreed 
unanimously. JH reported on RCC position on Provision of Pensions for employees. Rules only apply to persons employed 
who are between the ages of 22 and 65, or National Pension Age so provision will be put in place at such time as someone 
qualifies. 
 

 
 

14. Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday, 10th May, 2016 at 7.15pm in ante-room at back of Village Hall 
 

15. Meeting closed at 8.40pm 
 

Web site: www.rhossilicc.org         Email: rhossilicc@gmail.com 
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