
Rhossili Community Council 

 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 13th May, 2014 

Community Council meeting commenced at 7.15pm 

1. Attendance:  Council Members: SW,  IB,  SCK,  ST 

                        Residents:  Linda Bartlett, Barrie Swinnerton, Anne Morse-Jones, Lawrence Brass (new 

resident, coming to Church Park introduced himself to Council and residents) 

2. Apologies: Council Members: DC,  JH,  NR 

3. Declaration of Interest:  None 

4. Minutes of last Meeting: Approved 

5. Matters Arising: Item 8.2  covered as Agenda Item 

6. National Trust:  A K-E  reported on status of Footpath repair. See Agenda Item 7 below. He was also 

aware of some worrying reports about the source of stones to be used in repairs to the boundary wall of The 

Vile; he confirmed that the gaps will be closed using the stones that have fallen out. He reported on the 

progress of The Landscape Project, pointing out that the NT has joint liability for progress. A K-E left the 

meeting at 7.55pm. 

7. Footpaths: Copies of latest proposal for replacement beach access to Rhossili Beach was explained  by A 

K-Eto Council Members. Archaeological studies have been carried out, both by NT, CADW and Chris Dale 

(Rights of Way, CCS). The aim is to complete repair by the end of June. Access to the beach will be by a slope 

rather than steps, and the intention is to reduce the angle of the adjacent slope. The path will be 

approximately 1. 5m wide and the surface will be compacted Type 1 aggregate, edged with timber posts. 

The expected cost of circa £15,000 has meant that 3 procurement tenders have to be sought, and these have 

gone out. The work has therefore been delayed and is now expected to commence by the middle of June. A 

K-E reported that disposal of removed spoil  is a potential issue, but it could be stored at NT Office if a 

resolution was not found. There was no problem with Cadw, as their interest lies in the delineated 15m2 

patch. Part of the specifications drawn up for the contract is the employment of an archaeologist to provide 

a watching brief when earth is removed. This is likely to be a member Gwent and Glamorgan Archaeological 

Trust (GGAT), who have previously carried out investigations in the area. 

8. Highways: Clerk reported responses from CCS. Hard Standing for Bus Stop had been delayed after a 

lack of swift response from AONB team and then intervention from Gower Society. All problems have been 

resolved and the work has been scheduled  to begin in the near future. “Stop” sign on School Lane will not 

be approved by CCS as there have been no accidents or injuries reported at the site. Councillors discussed 

this negative response, commenting that they were trying to prevent such a thing happening in the first 

place, and it was regrettable that someone would have to be hurt before action was taken. A “Watching 

Brief” was agreed, and that steps would be taken to inform the relevant authorities of any “near misses” etc.  

9. Village Hall: SW reported that most of the outstanding work was now complete and The Bunkhouse 

isnow trading as an Incorporated Company, donating its profits to the Village Hall. Previous investigations on 

the ownership of the land showed some 12 people were involved, some of whom havesince died. The 

situation has been resolved in a satisfactory manner, and now ownership lies with 4 people in the village. 

Councillors were reminded of the AGM tomorrow (14/05) and quotes were being obtained for painting the 

outside of the building. 

10. Village Archive:  No progress to report; collating present donations continuing. 

11. Planning applications: There were none this month. SW referred to a letter received from Barrie 

Swinnerton on 12/04, regarding his concerns over an application from BT Openreach to site a cabinet near 

to the boundary wall of “Broad Hay”. SW responded by saying that RCC tends not to comment on matters to 

do with the infrastructure of the village, and then invited BS to speak to Council. 



 

BS came back from a period away to see the Planning notice outside his property. He immediately made 

inquiries and found that although the proposed site information said, “land outside Sea Cliffs”, there was no 

mention of Broadhay, his property. Within days work had begun, and BS had spoken to all the groups 

involved over a 2-week period. He managed to get acceptance from CCS Planning that they would agree to a 

re-siting, provided the company agreed. BS approached the company, Carillion, but they backed off after 

initially appearing to be co-operative. BS told the meeting that RCC was the only organisation that did not 

respond to his concerns and feels that the cabinet’s present location has a visual impact, making him 

annoyed. SW agreed with BS that if the cabinet had been installed a few metres back towards Sea Cliffs it 

would have been better, but repeated RCC policy on village infrastructure.  

12. Finance: Council was asked to respond to request for financial assistance to maintain the Atlantic Array web-

site as a reference site, but also in case it was needed again. After discussion, this and a sum of £70.00 were 

agreed unanimously. Payment of £312.77 was noted for Insurance, and £72.00 as payment to Auditors. S C-K 

reported that M Williams has carried out an Internal Audit of the Accounts, prior to submission. SW and 

Clerk signed the Accounts as presented. S C-K gave brief summary of financial Address for AGM (14/05). 

Asset Register has been brought up to date. 

13 Correspondence: Please see attached list. 

14 Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday, 10th June, 2014 at 7.15pm 

15 Matters for Next Meeting: Standing Orders. SW gave copies of new Standing Orders to Councillors. He 

explained that the copies were an abridged version of those recommended by One Voice Wales, and only 

included sections relevant to RCC’s situation. Discussion for the next meeting. 

16 Meeting ended at 9.24pm 


