
Rhossili Community Council 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 18
th

 March, 2014 

7.15 Presentation by Ant Flanagan. 

Mr Flanagan had been invited to address Councillors about Gower Power. He explained that it was being set up as a 

community energy project and it was trying to attract new members from Gower. He spoke about the proposal to 

site a ground-mounted Solar Power Array on 5 acres on a site in Ilston, and they were also looking at another 

potential site in Gowerton. It will take about £1.3 million to build, and Mr Flanagan explained how the cop-

operative hoped to raise the money needed from a variety of means, like a government supported “Seed 

Investment Fund”, £800,000 in ordinary shares issue and the rest in bonds. Investors might have a return of 

approximately 5 to 8%, will be restricted to a maximum holding, and each holding will only be entitled to 1 vote, 

no matter how large or small the investment holding is. It is hoped to be in a position to apply for Planning 

Permission in April or May, after a series of public consultation meetings and advertisements. 

The same group of people are also trying to organise a Community Agriculture Scheme, whereby people volunteer 

their time to work in the production of vegetables for a subscription of 6 months, in return for a weekly “veg 

box.” 

SW, Chair, thanked Mr Flanagan for his presentation. 

7.25 Presentation by Rebecca O’Dowd 

Rebecca is a Project Officer and is the representative sent to introduce The Gower Landscape Project team to 

Councillors. She outlined the aims and scope of the Project. At the moment they are developing the web-site, and 

in future will be carrying out many tasks. These include building and repairing dry-stone walls around The Vile and 

training volunteers in the vernacular Gower styles of building for other parts of the boundaries along the 

southern coast; developing Guided Trails with accompanying leaflets etc., hedgerow repairs and restoring some 

important hay meadows. Anyone who wants to become involved is invited to contact the team, based in The 

National Trust Offices, Telephone number 390275. 

SW, Chair, thanked Rebecca for her presentation 

 

Community Council Meeting commenced at 7.30pm 

1. Attendance:  Council Members:  SW, DC, SCK, ST, JH, IB, NR 

Representative: Ant Flanagan ( Gower Power Cooperative); Rebecca O’Dowd ( Gower Landscape Project ) 

Residents:  Linda Bartlett. 

2. Apologies: All Councillors present at Meeting 

3. Declaration of Interest:  Item  13.1 (ST) 

4. Minutes of last meeting: Approved 

5. Matters arising: There were no matters arising from the last Minutes 

6. National Trust:  

Alan Kearsley –Evans sent his apologies. Nothing to report. 

7. Footpaths:  Pathway to Rhossili Beach is not likely to be repaired or re-routed until May, at the earliest. The 

Gower Society has pledged 50% of funding, but although the rest of the cost has been agreed verbally, it will not 

be confirmed until Cadw have made a decision. Cadw have stated that they are not in a position to give their 

permission yet. SCK communicated  with Edwina Hart, AM, expressing grave concern at the lack of access to 



Britain’s Number 1 beach, especially with the expected large numbers of visitors to the area at Easter. Council 

decided to write to National Resources Wales and Cadw, repeating grave concerns and disappointment. An email 

will be sent to all residents to let them know what’s happening and CCS Rights of Way to be contacted to suggest 

improvements to signage on the present diversion. 

8. Highways:  

8.1 Street lights in Middleton and Pitton are both now working again. 

8.2 Pothole in road at Poodle Wharf has been filled. 

9. Village Hall:  

Councillors were very complimentary about the recent very good production of Under Milk Wood. It was well-

received, and it was noted that the Village Hall was full to capacity and the food was equally excellent. JH noted 

that it is Village Hall policy to put on activities requested by the community which all can support. Bookings for 

the Bunkhouse are going well and are at least as good as previous years. The siting of the car park gates is on-

going and the Trustees hope they will be in place soon. 

10. `Village Archive:  

Clerk reported that purchase of fire-proof chest for storage of materials did not match criteria for assistance 

from RSA. IB to investigate cost of purchase from other sources. SW suggested that as much as possible be 

stored digitally as well as original or copied artefacts, maps etc. ST continues to sort and annotate present 

donations of materials 

11. Planning:  

11.1 Clerk reported that there had been no further information regarding the previous Enforcement Notices and 

has been tasked to keep chasing these. 

11.2 IB reported on meeting he had attended on Caravan Sites. CCS has carried out a research project with 

Independent Consultants to try and identify areas where caravan and camping sites should / should not be 

allowed. There is now a list of approved area and conditions for approval; for example, they should not be 

visible from roads and should be screened. IB also reported that there may be a change in the licencing of 

Certificated Locations ( where up to 5 caravans may be sited) so that applications don’t have to be made 

every 2 years, as is the case at present. 

11.3 The case of Affordable Housing in Gower  should be discussed in the future, but it can not be so at the 

moment, as there is a case going through legal proceedings involving CCS. 

 11.4 Application 2014/0113 Picnic Cottage: No comment 

 11.5 Application 2014/0006 The Granary – photovoltaic panels: No comment 

 11.6Application 2014/0202 Telecoms cabinet outside Sea Cliffs, Middleton:  No comment  

12. Finance:  

12.1 Finance Officer (SCK) proposed donation of £150.00 to St Mary’s Church and Pitton Methodist Chapel to 

assist with costs of grass-cutting. approved 

12.2  SW proposed Rhossili CC continue to subscribe to “One Voice Wales” as the organisation gives invaluable 

support and advice to Councils across Wales.  

12.3 End of Year Papers will be ready for presentation at the end of April. 

 

13. Annual General Meeting 



After some discussion, SW proposed that the AGM be held on Wednesday, 14
th

 May, 2014, with a reserve date for 

21
st

 May. Bookings Secretary at Village Hall to contacted for suitable date. 

15. Correspondence: Deferred until March 

16. Items for next Meeting: None notified 

 

17.   Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 8th, April at Rhossili Village Hall, 7.15pm 


