
Rhossili Community Council 

Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday, 14th May 2014 

 

Councillors in Attendance: Steve Walmsley (SW), Steve Campbell-Kelly (SCK), Dai Cann (DC), Ian Button (IB), Jeff 
Higgins (JH). 

Apologies: Sally Thomas (ST), Nicola Rees (NR),  

  Alan Kearsley-Evans (National Trust) 

Residents: Anne Morse Jones, June Thomas, Caroline Johnson, John Furneaux, David and Barbara Powell, Chris 
Cann, Pauline Bevan, Jo Higgins, Carole O’Brien, Sarah Walmsley, Vicki James, Gill Evans, Mary Beynon, Marion Potts, 
Judith Harry, Rob Symberlist, Barry Swinnerton, Jenny and Peter Venables.  

Meeting commenced 7.25pm with Chair, Steve Walmsley, welcoming everyone. 

Minutes of 2013 AGM: Minutes approved at meeting 11/06/2013 RCC and confirmed at this meeting. 

Matters arising: A reminder that Minutes of this meeting will be approved at RCC on 08 July 2014 

Election to posts: Chair (SW) stepped down. SW nominated SCK, seconded by JH and approved by meeting.  

Vice Chair (DC) stepped down. SCK nominated IB, seconded by JH and approved by meeting. 

Treasurer (SCK) stepped down. SCK Nominated DC, seconded by JH and approved by meeting. 

Chairman’s Report: Retiring Chairman gave his report. Clerk, Caroline Johnson, had resigned and SW gave sincere 
thanks for her commitment and unstinting time and efforts on behalf of RCC and the village. New Clerk, Jo Scott, 
appointed in February, 2014. Attendance by elected members at meetings of RCC has been very good throughout 
the year, with no more than 2 absences by any member. One of the highlights of the year was the news that plans 
for an Atlantic Array wind turbines had been abandoned, and SW congratulated all involved, with particular thanks 
going to the Working Group, whose tenacity must have been a thorn in the side of RWE. 22nd November was the 
“Red letter day”, when the application was withdrawn, but RCC continues to support the web-site, as decided at the 
May meeting of RCC. Working relations with NT are very positive. Over-grazing by horses on Rhossili Down had been 
an issue, but after pressure from residents and animal welfare organisations, the situation seems to have improved. 
After the damage by winter storms to main path down to Rhossili Beach, visitors were still trying to use the old 
route. SW reported that the matter was being dealt with by CCS and promises about when repair work and re-
direction of route would be completed had been given. Relations with rights of Way Dept in CCS are very good, but 
the funding for the repair has fallen foul of Procurement Regulations, because the expected cost is over the £10,000 
limit. Funding has been assisted by a grant from The Gower Society. SW passed to SCK to brief AGM. Bank at side of 
path to be cut back to a slope of 30 degrees. A lot of soil and clay to be removed. The way down will be a sloping 
ramp, rather than the previous steps. Pipes will be installed to improve drainage, and it is hoped that a local 
contractor will be awarded the contract. RoW team in CCS expect facility to be completed by the end of June. 

From the Floor: VJ Q Is the new pathway going above or below the Scheduled Monument? SCK explained that part of 
the specifications for the job are to have archaeologist on-site and there is to be a board-walk over the SM. SW 
invited residents to contact Chris Dale, Rights of Way Officer for CCS, to add their opinion. 

There have been some successes; it would appear that Winter flooding has been less frequent, and the situation at 
Llanddewi Corner appears better since the level of the road has been increased. The Bus stop in Middleton Village 
has now got a post, and CCs informed RCC that the hard-standing will start any time now. From the floor: the Bus 
stop in Rhossili provides no shelter from the rain, due to its position and siting in relation to prevailing wind 
direction. SCK replied that CCs would be contacted to see what could be done. 



In Planning, there have only been about 20 applications for our area, ranging from caravan site licence applications 
to new builds. All RCC comments were tied to the Unitary plan for Swansea; there will be a new UDP in 2015, and 
RCC have already commented on Candidate Sites identified in our area. 

From the Floor: CJ commented that all Planning applications were easily available on CCS website, and anyone can 
make a comment. 

Faster broadband, through Spectrum, went live in May, 2013. SW thanked the Broadband Working Party, but the 
meeting noted with regret that Spectrum have not completed the programme, and have indicated they have no 
intention of so doing. Meantime, it has been noted that BT have been instructed by UK Government to “fill in the 
gaps” and BT Openreach have been busy laying new cables all over Gower. There is a proposal to up-grade the  
exchange in Middleton at the end of June, but so far there has been no cabinet placed in Scurlage. 

SW asked the meeting about Mailchimp, the method by which on-line villagers keep abreast of what’s happening. It 
was widely well-received, and messages will continue to be sent out as necessary. RCC’s messages are separate from 
Village Hall messages. Reminders of meetings, activities being arranged will be sent out and the method again 
evaluated at next year’s AGM. 

During the year, a new website for RCC has been set up. This was done after CCS offered a substantial grant, and 
Selina Taylor carried out the technical details. The old website is no longer up-dated and it was decided that nothing 
prior to 2006 will be transferred to the new site. From the floor: Rev GE asked for the website address - 

www.rhossilicc.org.uk 

Financial Report: As retiring Responsible Officer, SCK gave details of financial position. In summary, RCC started year 
with £1 900 in Account, and ended Financial Year 2013 -14 with £2 500. Main expenditure has been salary payments 
to Clerk and Insurance Fees. Other items have been supporting the fight against the Atlantic Array, Printing, 
Stationery, Election Fees, purchase of 6 replacement trees on Pitton Road and the recent purchase of an up to date 
Laptop for use by RCC.  The precept for the year 2013-14 was £3160 and has been raised to £3 300 for the next 
Financial Year. SCK said that this represents a cost of about £20 per household in all the villages, and the meeting 
agreed that this was good value for money. Other items of expenditure were explained, such as the village payment 
to the two displaced Postmen, whereby RCC facilitated the collection of money, but made no contribution itself. SCK 
asked assembled villagers to put forward ideas for a “modest village project”, and that concluded the presentations. 
SCK asked for questions from the floor, or comments. 

JF queried the status of the Post box at Lazy Bank, in Pitton. He reported that the bottom was completely corroded 
and the box had fallen apart. Royal Mail have said they will replace. 

Meeting closed at 7.54pm 

http://www.rhossilicc.org.uk/

