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RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL AGM 2013  

Minutes of the RCC Annual General Meeting held on Wed 15 May 2013 to be 
approved on Tuesday 11 June 2013  

1. Attendance: Steve Walmsley (SW), Steve Campbell Kelly (SCK), David Cann 

(DC), Ian Button (IB), Caroline Johnson (CJ) (Clerk), Jeff Higgins (JH), Rob 

Symberlist, Marian Potts, Pauline Bevan, Mary Beynon, Gill Evans, Anne Morse 

Jones, Jenny Venables, Barbara and David Powell, Audrey Frank, Jo Higgins, June 
Thomas, Sarah Walmsley, Barrie Swinnerton, Judith Harry.  

2. Apologies: Nicola Rees, Vicki James, Alan Kearsley-Evans, Sally Thomas, Peter 
Venables.  

3. Minutes of the last AGM: Minutes were approved at RCC in June 2012 and 
subsequently confirmed at this AGM.  

4. Matters arising: A reminder that the minutes of this AGM will be approved at 

RCC on 11 June 2013.  

5. Election to posts: SCK proposed SW as chair, 2nd by DC, and approved by the 

meeting. SW proposed DC as vice chair, 2nd by SCK, and approved by the meeting. 

SW proposed SCK as treasurer, 2nd by DC, and approved by the meeting. JH & SW 
were designated as representatives for VH committee.  

6. Chairman’s Report:  

6.1. There was an uncontested election in 2012 leaving one vacancy; Jeff Higgins 

was co-opted. Attendance to meetings has been fairly good, with no more than 3 
absences by any member.  

6.2. The proposed Atlantic Array wind farm has been important and thanks go to the 

Rhossili Working Group (RWG) including Carl Johnson, Steve Jones, Gordon Howe, 

Steve Campbell-Kelly, Jenny Blake, Lynda Shaw, Brian Kellett, Linda Bartlett, and 

others. The developer, RWE, intends to submit a planning application to the 

Planning Inspectorate in June. This is a fast-track system where the Secretary of 

State for Energy & Climate Change will ultimately make the decision. RCC can’t 

participate at the first Acceptance stage, but City & County of Swansea (CCS) can. 

Councillor Richard Lewis arranged a meeting for RCC and RWG with Richard Jones, 

CCS Planning case officer, who agreed to put forward our points to the Planning 

Inspectorate at the Acceptance stage. In particular, RWE has withdrawn its tourism 

survey and this can be challenged. RWG argues that people come from all over the 

world to see Gower and they don’t know about the AA proposal. At a recent meeting 

for local businesses, people were still unaware of the AA proposals. CCS sees 

tourism as a prime income and may want run its own survey. Also, some aspects of 

RWE’s public consultation were deficient and these can be highlighted. There is a 

strict timetable for involvement at the Acceptance and Examination stages. RWG will 

notify residents when they can register as Interested Parties. - From the floor: Q: 

Pauline Bevan asked if other people are going to input to Planning Inspectorate? 

Lundy and North Devon will be participating, as well as some of the national bodies, 

e.g. National Trust (who is in favour of wind farms generally, but strongly against 

AA due to its sensitive location). Q: Judith Harry asked if we should target Swansea 

FC with the message, as they are raising the profile of Gower and tourism. Clerk to 



suggest to RWG. Q: Should Swansea Council for Voluntary Service also be 

approached? Clerk to suggest to RWG. Q: Barrie Swinnerton queried that the 

windfarm size had recently been reduced? SCK explained that the visibility angle has 

reduced from 48 to 47 degrees at Rhossili; fewer turbines than originally proposed 

but potentially much larger ones which would be more visible. Action: Audrey Frank 

and Jo Higgins offered to take petition forms and information sheets for Coast Watch 
and the Village Hall to raise awareness this summer.  

6.3. National Trust now attends RCC meetings regularly; trust and a good working 

relationship have been established.  

6.4. Footpaths – this is still the best and most responsible department to work with 

at CCS. They are attentive and keep our paths and signs in good condition. 

However, we have been warned that budgets are being slashed. The foot bridge 

behind the Rectory on the Warren has been replaced by a culvert which should be 

maintenance-free, although the meeting expressed regret at the loss of the bridge 
feature.  

6.5. Highways – local roads were hammered by storms and flooding over the winter. 

Floods were the worst in recent memory; Rhossili was cut off 22 times from 

December to February. CCS Highways department was contacted and has attended 

frequently. At Llandewi they may raise the road, although they seem to be at a loss 

to know how to ultimately solve these problems. Our community emails stirred 
Highways to  

AGM minutes taken by Caroline Johnson, Clerk to Rhossili Community Council 

rhossilicc@gmail.com  

  

respond. - From the floor: Audrey Frank explained that recently at Parkmill Edwina 

Hart AM suggested angled sleeping policeman to draw water off the road, and 
Audrey asked if something similar could be done here. Clerk to ask Highways.  

6.6. Bus stop – a new bus stop flag and hard standing in front of Middleton Hall 

have been agreed by CCS and will be funded. They have asked for comments in 

writing from local residents, and await responses from the Utility companies about 

underground services. - From the floor: Pauline Bevan asked about lighting. Quotes 

have been obtained but there is no budget at present. RCC has put this on hold until 

the bus stop is in situ. Mary Beynon asked who will cut the grass. Clerk will raise it 

with CCS.  

6.7. Planning applications – remain the greatest challenge. RCC tries to follow CCS 

Planning guidelines, but some decisions made by CCS are not in line. There is a 
slight problem with retrospective planning applications.  

6.8. Archiving memorabilia – old photos, videos, etc. can be put together in an 

indexed archive in CCS and will be an interesting resource for future generations. 

RCC is taking further advice from the Swansea archivist then it may be appropriate 

to hold an event inviting local people to bring their materials to be discussed, named 

and documented. - From the floor: Rob Symberlist remarked that the archive should 

be available in digital format for the village. There was general agreement that 

residents would definitely like to have memorabilia on display in the Village Hall, 
perhaps behind Perspex, which could be removed for wedding bookings etc.  



6.9. Burying cables – Dai Cann has met with CCS about a scheme for Rhossili to put 

cables underground. There is no budget for at least 2 years, and then this scheme 
would have to compete with schemes in other areas.  

6.10. The Jubilee celebrations in 2012 were very successful and thanks go to Linda 

Bartlett, Steve Campbell-Kelly and Nicola Rees for their help and to Olive Eason for 

the use of her garden. As a more permanent mark of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, 

RCC has also planted six replacement trees near Kimley Moor for those lost from the 
planting for the Queen’s Coronation.  

6.11. Community email – RCC has started to notify residents about council matters 

affecting the community. This is in addition to and separate from the Village Hall 

events email. - From the floor: Feedback is positive. Audrey Frank remarked that it 

would be good to offer something similar to Reynoldston’s ‘What’s On’ but the clerk 
explained that RCC has no ambitions to do that.  

6.12. Gower Broadband – SW thanked all those who have helped to get it going. CJ 

& Rob Symberlist updated the meeting on Spectrum Internet’s progress in bringing 

superfast broadband to Gower. Hundreds of people are now connected, but there 

are still many who have not joined or used their Welsh Government grants which 
are valid to end June. The grant fund is still open for new applications.  

7. Treasurer’s Report: SCK reported that RCC’s accounts opened in March 2012 at 

£1576 and closed in March 2013 at £1587. RCC received £2876 in precepts plus 

£105 from the sale of maps. The main expenditure is the clerk’s salary. RCC 

recently decided that in future the clerk’s salary increase percentage will be equal to 

the increase in precept payment. Other expenses included £334 for RCC insurance, 

£100 for the Gower CC website, and other small expenditures. Last year RCC spent 

£509 on the Jubilee celebrations. The 2012 council election fee and planting costs 

will be accounted for in the next year. Even with the recent precept increase to 

£3126, the cost per household is still less than £20.  

8. There were no additional questions from the floor. (End)  
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Rhossili Village Hall AGM 2013  

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 15 May 2013  

1. Attendance: Steve Walmsley (SW), Steve Campbell Kelly, David Cann, Ian 

Button , Caroline Johnson, Jeff Higgins, Rob Symberlist, Marian Potts, Pauline 

Bevan, Mary Beynon, Gill Evans, Anne Morse Jones, Jenny Venables, Barbara and 

David Powell, Audrey Frank, Jo Higgins, June Thomas, Sarah Walmsley, Barrie 

Swinnerton, Judith Harry, John Furneaux.  

2. Apologies: Nicola Rees, Vicki James, Alan Kearsley-Evans, Sally Thomas, Peter 
Venables.  

3. Minutes of last meeting: Minutes were approved at the Trustees meeting 
following the AGM in 2012 and subsequently confirmed at this AGM.  

4. Matters arising: Reminder that the minutes of this AGM will be approved at RVH 



Trustees meeting in June 2013.  

5. Chair’s report:  

5.1. SW expressed his thanks to the trustees and supporters for their efforts over 

the last year. There is great sadness at the loss of Dudley Thomas at the Village Hall 
and he will be missed.  

5.2. Finances are fairly buoyant: it was possible to pay off the loan; solar panel 

income is now available to offset expense. The trustees set up a trading company to 

satisfy HMRC. All Bunkhouse activities are now handled through the company and 

profits are passed to RVH. The company comprises Jeff Higgins as the secretary, 

Mike Williams as an independent director, Judith Harry and Rob Symberlist. It is 

wholly owned by trustees with the aim to give all proceeds to RVH.  

5.3. There was a varied programme of events over the past year including flower 

arranging, Roger’s quiz, star gazing, exotic dancing, Dickens & Dylan etc. SW 

thanked all those who helped to make them successful. Special thanks go to Linda 

Bartlett who has recently stepped down as a trustee: hers will be hard shoes to fill. 

It has been demotivating when events are organised and people don’t turn up. SW 

is concerned about continuing to put on events in the immediate future. Perhaps the 

social committee could have more of a facilitation role instead, maybe helping 

others to put on any events – this needs to be a conversation amongst trustees at 

their next meeting. Gill Evans asked, on behalf of all the meeting’s attendees, for a 
letter of thanks to be sent to Linda.  

5.4. Maintenance mainly involved drains, showers and toilets which were thoroughly 

overhauled. Insulation has been put into the roof above the Hall and manager’s 

office. The Hall is scheduled for painting. It is intended to put gates across the car 

park.  

6. Treasurer’s report: The full presentation is available on the website at 
www.rhossili.org.uk/presentations. For enquiries, please email info@rhossili.org.uk.  

6.1. Bookings have been sustained but income in this financial year is down – it 

could be to do with the long winter and measles epidemic. March and April are 
usually good but not this year. It is the first time there has been a dip.  

6.2. Expenditure was more than income because the loan has now been paid off; 

otherwise it would be in the black. The feed-in tariff for the solar panels is bringing 

in about £2000 pa. There was £39k bunkhouse income. £9k was spent on 

maintenance and cleaning, utility bills were £6k, and staff and training was nearly 

£10k. The loan repayment and bank charges were nearly £10k. Bonds go up and 
down across financial years as they are not tied in to the accounting period.  

6.3. Prospects: the new company reduces risk to the Hall. There will be no further 

loan payments. Solar feed in is a guaranteed income. We hope for revived bookings 

when the measles epidemic passes. Building back a financial reserve will take a little 

time. Maureen Symberlist has completed a new virtual tour of the Hall. Prices for 

weddings have gone up because of wear and tear costs, wedding bookings are 
slightly down this year.  

6.4. The treasurer thanked all the volunteers, staff, partners, and the Rhossili 

residents for their continued help, which makes this a viable commercial concern. Jo 



Higgins remarked that many people like the website.  

7. Nomination of (trustees) committee members: the following people to be 

nominated by a letter from the group they represent and confirmed at the next 
meeting of the Trustees:  
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Church – Jenny Venables, Chapel – Mary Beynon, RCC – Steve Walmsley and Jeff 

Higgins, Youth Club – Vicki James, Keep Fit – Sarah Walmsley, Wednesday Club – 
Linda Bartlett, WI – Gill Evans, Pilates – Gill Evans, Fellowship Group – Gill Evans.  

8. Nominations from the floor: All who stood last year were re-nominated – 
Judith Harry, Pauline Bevan, Marion Potts, John Furneaux, and Rob Symberlist.  

9. AOB/ Questions from the floor:  

9.1. Judith Harry raised the need for some younger people to join the trustees and 

events committee. There was debate about how to attract them – direct targeting is 

required. It would be especially appropriate to ask people with young families. It 

was agreed that a general email should be sent, and that it should be further 
discussed in the next trustees meeting.  

9.2. Gill Evans promoted the next social event for the Village Hall on Monday 27 May 
with pre-theatre drinks and nibbles.  

(End)  

 


