
RHOSSILI COMMUNITY COUNCIL AGM 2012 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 16 May 2012 to 

be approved on Tuesday 12 June 2012 

1.       Attendance: Steve Walmsley (SW), Steve Campbell Kelly (SCK),David Cann 

(DC), Ian Button (IB), Caroline Johnson (CJ) (Clerk), Anna Orton (NT), Rob 

Symberlist, Linda Bartlett, Marion and Trevor Potts, Chris Cann, Pauline Bevan, Mary 

Beynon, Gill Evans, Anne Morse Jones, Jenny Venebles, Barbara and David Powell, 

Judith Harry, Jeff and Jo Higgins, June Thomas, Sarah Walmsley, Mrs O’Brien, John 

Furneaux. 

2.       Apologies: Nicola Rees, Sally Thomas, Peter Venebles, Vicki James , Dudley 

Thomas 

3.       Minutes of the last AGM:  Approved as a true record. 

4.       Matters arising:  A change to procedure: the minutes of this AGM will be 

approved at RCC on 12 June 2012. 

5.       Election to posts: SCK proposed SW as chair, 2nd by DC.  SW proposed DC 

as vice chair, 2nd by SCK.  SW proposed SCK as treasurer, 2nd by DC.  ST & SW 

were designated as representatives for VH committee. 

6.       Chairman’s Report:  A new look CC: RB and AMJ stepped down after many 

years of valuable service, and were thanked by SW.  DC joined during the year, IB 

joined during uncontested elections in May.   Change of Clerk, SW thanked Selina 

Taylor for long service, CJ joined in August.  There is a vacancy for one more 

councillor, and we are looking for a volunteer.   

- Not many planning applications during the past year, but the proposed off-shore 

wind farm generated an action group to respond to the public consultation in 

2011.  RWE recently contacted us and want to use the Village Hall for their next 

demonstration on Sunday 29 July; this is likely to be the final public consultation, 

we should try to get as many people as possible involved.   

- A new application to WAG for sand dredging about 10 miles from Worm’s Head, 

which is preferable to dredging closer, but the volume is 10 times more than any 

granted before.  RCC asked for it to be over a shorter period and to prove no 

damage through continual monitoring.   Comments from the floor in the meeting are 

summarised as ‘industrialising the inshore water’.   

- National Trust is building bridges with Rhossili; SW thanked the NT staff for 

working with us.   

- Concerning village security, RCC recently met with Inspector Andy Reed and PC 

Phil Davies.  Police joint patrols are organised with NT and others to deal with 

nuisance areas on Gower in summer.  RCC wrote in support as it worked well last 

year.  Police are launching Rural Watch in Rhossili – local coordinators are wanted 

for Phil, forms for joining are available from the Clerk.  Metal theft is a problem, 

especially recently at the top of School Lane.  Phil has asked for information about 

any piebald horses in Rhossili:  Mary Beynon says there are some this side of 

Reynoldston but they are in paid-up fields.   

- Defibrillators: SW thanked SCK for driving the initiative.   Since last year two 

defibrillators have been bought for the village, one by NT and installed at the NT 

shop, the other will be installed next Monday at RVH and paid for by RCC, RVH and 

The Gallery.  Refresher training is required – SCK to arrange.   

7.       Treasurer’s Report: RCC opened the year with £1802.51 after correction by 

auditors, closed with £1576.11.  The main expenditure was the defibrillator.   Sales 

of local maps continue to generate a little income.   Small increase in precepts, 

although Rhossili still has one of the lowest precepts in Swansea.  It is now a legal 

requirement to pay tax on Clerk’s salary.  Clerk is the major expense.  The external 

audit is running 3 months earlier this year.   

- RCC plans a diamond jubilee garden party at Olive Eason’s in 

June.  Commemorative £5 jubilee coins will be presented to eligible children in 

Rhossili.  £500 budget is approved.  Games, quiz, bouncy castle, fancy dress, picnic, 

free parking, memorabilia, over 100 attendees are confirmed including more than 

30 children.   



8.       Gower Broadband: SW reported that RCC continues to support the Gower 

Broadband Community Group because broadband is so poor in our village.  A 

supplier – Spectrum Internet - has been found who is able and willing to provide a 

‘fibre-to-the-cabinet’ solution for the Gower Exchange area.  Success relies on 

maximising a community application for WAG Broadband Support grant; anyone 

who has not yet applied was asked to consider, now that a supplier is in 

place.  More details from Clerk or Rob Symberlist. 

9.       Questions from the floor:  

Linda Bartlett asked about the status of burying electric power cables.  DC 

responded; it was one of the reasons he joined RCC.  Western Power carried out 

some work in the car park but no more money is available to do more at the 

moment.  It is still an active issue in RCC minutes, but there has been no progress 

recently.  SW is looking for more grant funding that might be able to help.  

(End) 
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3.       Minutes of last meeting:  Approved 

4.       Matters arising: In a change to procedure, the minutes of this AGM will be 

approved at RVH Trustees meeting in June 2012. 

5.       Chair’s report:  Sally Thomas joined from RCC to make life easier.  Other 

people working in the background to be thanked include Dudley Thomas and his 

crew for chairs, Jo Higgins as manager, Tina and cleaning team,  Vicki and Judith for 

good minutes, Rob for treasurer and day-to-day running of the business, and Sarah 

for the housekeeping.  On the maintenance schedule, various works have been 

undertaken to keep standards high.  PV panels were installed to help with utility 

bills;  this was achieved before before the tariff was lowered. 

6.       Treasurer’s report:  The full presentation is available on the website 

www.rhossili.org.uk/presentations.  The keynote is that 2012 marks 5 years of 

running the Bunkhouse for the benefit of the Hall.  The trustees intend now to look 

at the balance of focus between Bunkhouse business and serving the needs of the 

community.  

- Accounts/cashflow: Income exceeds bookings because of payments for future 

years.  Running costs are covered by Bunkhouse income alone, without other 

income streams.  Fortunately, income is growing faster than expenditure.  Last year 

there was a loss.  Insurance costs will increase to cover indemnity against being 

sued.   

- Financial History: All previous annual reports are available via the Charity 

Commission website, Registered Charity 525088.  All money is ploughed back into 

the Hall and facilities, even making a small loss. 

- 2011-2012 Plans were to save up for large expenditure, e.g. the Hall roof, install 

PV Panels £15k, maintain online channels, planned maintenance, and defibrillator. 

- 2011-2012 Results: Maintenance – lobby decorating, kitchen and utility waste 

pipes and drains.  Fire equipment, alarms, PAT, SALTO locks, Energy Performance 

Certificate, Car Park improved.  New facilities – hall tables, utility wall cupboards, 

patio doors, carpet tiles, office equipment, Kurling set, defibrillator, PV panels. 

- 2012-13 Plans: maintain online channels, renew Visit Wales grading, Hall and 

Bunkhouse seating, maybe hall lighting, car park improvements, improved 

connectivity with help of GBCG, improving relationships with NT. 

- The Bunkhouse is 5 years old.  It is a good community facility, employs 3 local 

people, has a low carbon footprint, uses local goods and services, and local hire 



charges are attractive.  RVH is self-sufficient.  Celebrate!   

- Treasurer thanked all volunteers, staff and partners.  John Furneaux, on behalf of 

the village, thanked Rob Symberlist for all his hard work. 

7.       Nomination of (trustees) committee members: Church – Jenny Venebles, 

Chapel – Mary Beynon, RCC – Steve Walmsley and Sally Thomas, Youth Club – Vicki 

James, Keep Fit – Sarah Walmsley, Wednesday Club – Linda Bartlett, WI – Gill 

Evans, Pilates – Gill Evans, Fellowship Group – Gill Evans. 

8.       Nominations from the floor:  All who stood last year were re-nominated – 

Judith Harry, Pauline Bevan, Jeff Higgins, Marion Potts, John Furneaux, and Rob 

Symberlist. 

9.       AOB/ Questions:  Discussion about some conflict or overlap between local 

and Bunkhouse bookings.  Steve Walmsley said the trustees have some ideas about 

making dates available for local bookings, although not finalised yet.  Kitchen is the 

main overlap.  Ian Button suggested that Knelston school bags could be utilised to 

advertise the Hall for children’s parties.  Linda Bartlett remarked that 

communication could be better.  Linda asked why people don’t come to planned 

social events – is it price, events, dates: they are struggling with numbers.  Maybe 

offer family tickets.  Jeff Higgins said the problem is the same at Countryman and 

Sports Centre so not just Rhossili – they often run at a loss.  Mary Beynon felt some 

events ended up being put on just for the committee.  Mary observed that kitchen 

sharing is often not a problem, especially for those booked into the 

Bunkhouse.  Many RVH social events don’t require major use of the kitchen.  Debate 

to continue! 

- John Furneaux thanked Steve Walmsley for all his hard work at RVH and on RCC.   

(End) 

 


